MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD
16th December 2019
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  5 members of the public attended.  The Chairman asked if any members of the public wished to raise any issues.  No issues were raised the Chairman proceeded with the Parish Council meeting.

The Chairman welcomed the newly elected Parish Councillor, Julie Green to the Parish Council meeting.

The Clerk explained she had omitted the approval of the Parish Councils monthly accounts off the agenda but as all Parish Councillors had received a copy in their pack they could agree in principle and she would place them on the agenda for the full Parish Council meeting January 20th 2020.  The Chairman asked if everyone was happy to do this and no objections were received.
Cllrs attending

S Pallett - Chairman

P Costello - Vice-Chairman





A Miles





B Mears





B Tallon





J Abel 




J Green




J Miles






K Davison




K Thornton
M Stevens
T Walker entered the meeting at 7.10pm

UPC 280 To approve apologies for absence 
Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillor L Pallett.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.
UPC 281 A request to approve a leave of absence on grounds of ill health has been received from Cllr L Pallett and will be considered by Full Council and should therefore be made in sufficient time to allow a decision to be made before the 6 month period permitted by section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 expires.

The Chairman explained the situation regarding Cllr L Pallett.  A proposal to approve the leave of absence and to monitor this over the next 6 months.  A seconder was received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved.  The leave of absence was approved and to monitor the situation over the next 6 months.

UPC 282 To receive disclosures by Members of Interests in matters on the agenda – Advice for this item:
To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.  The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must immediately disclose it. You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and voting unless the interest is prejudicial. 
 A personal interest is prejudicial if a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgement of the public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter.” 

If your council has arrangements in place allowing a member of the public to speak to a meeting about an item and has adopted paragraph 12(2) of the 2007 Model Code of Conduct, a Councillor with a prejudicial interest in a matter may make representations, answer questions or give evidence to the meeting, but must then leave the room immediately and not take part in the council’s discussion, or vote, or observe the vote.  
Chairman read out the information
Resolved: No disclosures of interest were received.
UPC 283 To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 16th November 2019 – see attached 

Cllr B Tallon - UPC 261 said he reported the fencing and stone picking as well.  A proposal to accept the minutes from the meeting was received and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th November 2019 after being circulated were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

UPC 284 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
No District Councillors were available at the meeting and no written report had been received.  

UPC 285 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – please note this item is for information only and not to approve any actions or costs

Cllr K Davison – reported the recent Pantomime went well and hope to keep this up in the future
Cllr B Tallon – congratulated the ladies who helped with the Pantomime.

Cllr M Stevens - the Messy Christmas which took place in the Community Library in conjunction with Upton Methodist Church was a lovely event

Cllr B Mears asked about issues during the recent Pantomimes regarding the Village Hall electrics.  This was discussed at length.
Cllr A Miles - the CX BMX team have been booked for the Gala event for July 25th 2020.

UPC 286 To receive response to the Parish Councils, request to WMDC regarding Community Right to Designate Assets of Community Value, Nomination - Upton Youth Club – Cllr P Costello

Cllr P Costello said she had contacted WMDC and they have said the Parish Council have been told to appeal the recent decision
UPC 287 To form a Village Hall Events Committee or Working Party and to produce a Terms of Reference thereafter for approval by the Parish Council - Cllr P Costello – see attached information explaining the difference between Working Parties, Committees and Sub-Committees

A proposal was received to form a Village Hall Events Working Party and to look at reviewing the Terms of Reference which had been used for the Parish Development Working Party.  Cllrs M Hirst, K Davison and M Stevens to be elected to the Working Party.  A seconder was received, and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The proposal was approved
UPC 287 Parish Councillors email – Cllr B Tallon – (no other information)

Cllr B Tallon raised an issue regarding a previous email sent by another Parish Councillor.  The Clerk said as this is of a personal nature and not a Parish Council issue this should be discussed in Private Business and not in an open meeting.  The Chairman agreed and it was agreed to move this into private business.
UPC 288 Grass Cutting Tender for Gang Mowing – To approve dates of adverting of contract for tenders to be submitted – Monday 6th January 2020 until Monday 10th February 2020

A proposal was received to approve the dates for the advertising of the contact for tenders.  This was seconded and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved: Dates of adverting of contract for tenders to be submitted – Monday 6th January 2020 until Monday 10th February 2020 was approved

UPC 289 Grass Cutting Tender for Smaller Grassed areas - To approve dates of adverting of contract for tenders to be submitted– Monday 6th January 2020 until Monday 10th February 2020

A proposal was received to approve the dates for the advertising of the contact for tenders.  This was seconded and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved: Dates of adverting of contract for tenders to be submitted – Monday 6th January 2020 until Monday 10th February 2020 was approved

UPC 290 To consider the Parish Council remove children’s swings during winter months – for example November to March – Cllr K Davison

Various scenario’s were discussed. A proposal was received to remove the swings during the winter months, and this was seconded.  Cllr B Mears asked for an amendment to say the swings to stay up during the winter months, but a seconder wasn’t received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands for the proposal.

Resolved:  The swings to be removed as soon as possible and to be re-instated at a later date.  

UPC 291 To approve a full job specification to carry out repair works outside the Village Hall and to designate Parish Councillors to approve the works to be carried out – Cllr P Costello

Various issues were raised regarding repair work to outside the Village Hall.  A proposal was received to carry out a viewing of the Village Hall outside and to list the works to be carried out.  A seconder was received.  A vote was taken via a show of hands

Resolved:  A viewing of the Village Hall outside will be carried out to allow a job specification to be completed and put out for quotes.
UPC 292 Request received from Friends of the Community to site their recently purchased Miners Coal Tub planter on the Miners Memorial Garden and to request the Parish Council approve costs for a concrete base to be laid.  

 As no other information had been received regarding size of the concrete base to site the Miners coal tub planter, the Chairman costs be sourced and to agree in principle until further information has been received.  This was seconded and vote taken via a show of hands.

Resolved:  Clerk to contact Friends of the Community for further information and to source a quote for the cost of installing a concrete base.

UPC 293 To approve cost for new locks and keys to the rear of Harewood Lane, due to vandalism on one of the locks and the locks are now obsolete - approximate costs - £250.00 to £300.00 exc VAT
Cllr B Mears suggested himself and Cllr A Miles meet with a local welding firm to see if a lock box can be welded on to the gate to stop this happening again.

A proposal was received to allow up to £500.00 exc VAT to allow a lock box to be fitted and to purchase new locks and keys.  This received a seconder.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved: Cllr B Mears will make arrangements to meet with a local welding firm and for the Clerk to purchase two new locks and keys 

UPC 294 To agree to adopt and approving the DRAFT Winter Weather Policy and for this to run concurrent with the Parish Councils Winter Maintenance Policy – see attached

A proposal was received to approve the draft document.  The proposal was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The Draft Winter Weather Policy is approved
UPC 295 To agree to adopting and approving the new updated Grant Award Policy as requested at the Parish Council meeting 18th November 2019 – see attached

It was suggested to allow the following changes to the policy:

To change the word of Councillor to Councillors and Clerk and to nominate Cllrs J Green and B Mears

 1. The Clerk to the council will receive all applications in the first instance. Two designated Councillors and the Clerk will then collate all the necessary information from the applicant ready for presentation and discussion at the appropriate Council meeting. 

The suggestion received a proposal to accept the changes and this received a seconder.  A vote to approve the proposal was received.
Resolved:  To accept approve and adopt the new updated Grant Award Policy with the approved amendments
UPC 296 Grant request received from the following to be placed on this agenda as requested at the Parish Council meeting 18th November 2019: 
a) South Elmsall Food Bank – previously sent out
A proposal was received to donate £300.00 to the food bank and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.

Resolved:  A cheque for £300.00 is to be sent.

b) Sugar Kane’s Dance Academy – previously sent out

Various discussions and questions were raised regarding this donation request due to the new updated policy which had been approved at this meeting. A proposal to decline this donation request at this time on advice given by the Parish Councils RFO but to review it against the Parish Councils new adopted Grants Award Policy.  This proposal was seconded and a vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To re-view the donation request at this time and to review it against the newly adopted Grants Award Policy.

UPC 297 To approve costs if Parish Councillors are interested in this inhouse training event by Urban Regeneration and Neighbourhood Renewal Seminar Training Day – cost is £650.00 - this includes the following:
a) Good practice in urban regeneration strategy and implementation.
b) How to involve local communities in the development of local neighbourhood renewal strategies. 

c) The key role of the local authority/parish council in leadership and management of local urban regeneration activity. 

d) How a local authority/parish council can take maximum advantage of current and emerging funding opportunities.

e) How a local authority/parish council can gather information and evaluate the impact of local regeneration activity.  

f) How a local authority/parish council can develop effective funding bids to maximise its external funding opportunities.  

g) How a parish council can use the process of neighbourhood planning to improve its local area and communities. 

Discussions took place and the consensus was that this training event could be quite a positive one for the Parish Council.  A proposal was received for the Clerk to contact Yorkshire Local Council Association to ask if a generic email could be sent out to all Parish/Town Councils to ask if any other Councils have had this training event and ask for feedback on the event.  The proposal received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.

Resolved:  The proposal was approved, and the Clerk will contact YLCA.

UPC 298 To receive a written report from the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer regarding Parish Councils allotment sites, stables and grazing area – to approve any recommendation/costs thereafter
School Street Allotments.

· Walked round the allotments with Cllr Mears and Cllr Miles to see what state the allotments are in and to get some guidance on what to do next.

· Sent Handyman round to straighten the fencing up as the points on the metal fencing had been bent forward, to strim the plot that is fenced off so rubbish doesn’t get dumped, to remove gas bottle out of an allotment ,  notices have been put up for allotment holders to clean up their plots.

· Get Quotes on clearing up the corner plot and a quote for the road at the top end of the allotment.

Harewood Lane Allotments.

· I Walked through the allotments with Cllr B Mears, Cllr Mr Miles, it was stated that the gates are still getting left open, tractors have been on. (suggestion) Weight restriction to be put up to prevent the road getting churned up as tractors with trailers have been onto the allotments site without permission and no concern has been given to the condition of the road. Recommendation to put barrier back up to prevent this happening.

· fencing panels are still not painted green.

· Some allotments need tidying up.

· Some allotments holders have put more sheds on their plots than stated in their agreement.

· Someone as put pallets up instead of fencing and looks a mess. Recommend the fencing to be taken down as it states in their agreement that he needs permission from the council to put Harris fencing up only when hens are present on the site.

· Everyone is still driving through with their vehicles which is clearly stated in their policy that you are only allowed to drive on when picking or dropping items off. We have two designated car parks and only one of them gets used.

Stable & Grazing

· All Jobs are being carried out in stable block 1 guttering fixing, the trees cut back to stop all the leaves blocking guttering, fixing all leaks into the stables and tack room.

· Stable block 1 has been cleaned up.

· All Horses got wormed at the same time.

· Jobs have started on stable block 2 the gate from the stable block into the allotment site has been done, the tap has been moved into the stable block structure for the hay will be done soon the gate onto the horses field and fencing the field is now finished and looks great.

· Once the structure for the hay has been built and the stable converted to a tack room there will be no need to have the shed in the corner of the allotment.(it looks untidy) we will ask the stable holder who’s shed it is to remove it.

Other Jobs that have been done.

· Signs have been made – Harewood Lane Allotments - no smoking - please lock gates

· Boxes are being made for recycling

· Bottles are mounting up nicely should be able to start putting things together on the allotments.

· Got a new lock for the container so that people can use equipment in it.

· Handy man has kept all the grass down on the allotments stable and Harewood lane areas.
Private Business

· Letters have been sent out previously about arrears with stables and grazing tenants.

· Tenant 1 owes £828.57

· Tenant 2 owes £898.46

· Tenant 3 owes £530

· One tenant having more hens on than stated in agreement.

· Concerns of the horse at the end in the coral need’s attention.

· I have contacted the allotment holders about the two plots that have now been left and I am waiting for correspondence from them both.
A proposal was received to approve recommendations made by the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer, this was seconded.  A vote was requested via a show of hands by the Chairman.
Resolved:  Recommendations were approved
UPC 299 Planning matters – see report
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 19/02579/LBC Application Type: Listed Building Consent. Address: Gate House, Doncaster Road Upton Pontefract WF9 1BB, Proposal: Internal alterations including studwork partitions to form additional bedroom and shower room facilities.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 19/01893/FUL Address: 6 Greenwood Avenue Upton Pontefract WF9 1NS Proposal: Single storey extension to rear, raised patio to rear.
UPC 300 Correspondence – see report
· No written correspondence received

· Other correspondence received via email has been forwarded on to Parish Councillors

UPC 301 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  This was actioned
UPC 302 Issues relating to Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officers report – to approve any actions costs thereafter

The Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer made herself available to speak with the Parish Council regarding the following subjects
· Tenants who have still not paid all the money owed in rent.

· Concerns regarding a horse which is allocated near one of the corrals next to the adjacent to the grazing field

· One allotment holder having more than the allocated 12 hens per plot

A proposal to chase one more time to the person(s) who are still owning rent to the Parish Council.  To allow 14 days to pay.  

· To approve costs for a vet’s report for the horse, which is in the corral, and pending the report to meet with the owner. 

· To monitor the situation regarding the allotment holder with extra hens until the next Parish Council meeting
This proposal received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer will contact the vet and organise a report and will report back to the Parish Council at its next meeting.

UPC 303 Councillors Emails – Cllr B Tallon – (no further information)
Cllr B Tallon and Cllr B Mears exchanged words over an email and various Cllrs intervened in the discussions.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.23pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.
Signed Chairman _______________________________________
Date __________________________________________________
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