MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
18th December 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Seven members of the public were in attendance also District Cllr R Massey.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles opened the meeting at 6.30pm

A public session was requested, 

A member of the public requested to speak on item 9 on the agenda regarding the planning application for Tom Wood Ash Lane and there were 195 comments on the website and 194 were objections. The Chairman thanked her for her comments.
Another member of the public said she was also here on the same issue and spoke of how this was affecting her 80-year-old mum. The Chairman asked Cllr S Hodson to respond to this issue.  Discussion took place between the resident and Cllr S Hodson.  Following this conversation, the owner of the land was at the meeting and said he had loaned the land to someone, and he wasn’t happy with the situation, and he was trying to deal with this. The current use was only a temporary measure as he wanted to build on the land  at a later date. A conversation took place between Parish Cllrs and members of the public.


Cllrs attended		A Miles - Chairman 
B Mears 
E Farmer
				C Merrington
L Taylor
S Hodson
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin
Allotment Officer – Mrs Angela Spencer
Village Warden – Mr Paul Wilson


UPC 184 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllr, P Costello and District Cllr A Garbutt gave apologies.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.  


UPC 185 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllr P Costello.
Parish Cllr S Hodson request that District Cllrs, A Garbutt and J Carrington be emailed to request they take off their District Council site that they hold surgeries prior to Parish Council meetings at the Village Hall as they don’t attend.


UPC 186 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
186.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
186.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 187 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 20th November 2023.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 20th November 2023 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 188 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 4th December 2023.
Cllr B Mears - ACC58 requested it be clarified to the person who has asked to put their own money to a hay store on stable block 1 to also clarify there is no removal of any part of the building/store if the horse owner or Council end the lease agreement as well as no monetary compensation as well.
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting 4th December 2023 were approved as a true record.  


UPC 189 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
· District Cllr R Massey report on the following:
· Land on Harewood Lane opposite the War Memorial – WMDC will look at this next Spring due to changes in contractors.
· S106 Money – both he and District Cllr S Tulley (Ward 14) have both questioned why educational money from Upton and North Elmsall has been awarded to Minsthorpe School when it’s an Academy. 
The Chairman thanked District Cllr R Massey for his report and Cllr R Massey then left the meeting.


UPC 190 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr L Taylor asked if anything has been received from WMDC regarding flytipping on Upton Country Park where the building work is being carried out near the fishing pond – Clerk responded nothing received as of yet.
Cllr L Taylor ask if we had someone to cut the grass for next year – Clerk said yes.
Cllr L Taylor asked if Council could sort out Christmas decoration earlier next year.


UPC 191 To approve dates and where to hold the Public Consultation for Rose Estate playing field and to run concurrent with the public consultation to keep in line with the Parish Councils Standing Orders for any public spending over £15,000.00 public to use. – To approve date of 8th January 2024 onward to use the Village Hall and the Community Library.
Resolved:  Dates agreed and to put posters in noticeboard before the Christmas break.


[bookmark: _Hlk138252508]UPC 192 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda.
Cllr C Merrington – requesting the Parish Council consider allowing £50.00 food voucher each for the two volunteers from the Church of Latter-day Saints and £200.00 cash donation for the volunteer who helps the Village Warden.
Resolved: Costs approved.  

Cllr C Merrington – requesting a number of Cllrs form a working party to work towards the further development of Rose Estate playing field – ideally to work towards a training barn in the first instance which can have other uses.  Once this is established and running to then install a running track/cycling track around the outside of the field – see information enclosed.
Cllr C Merrington spoke on this issue and said as a number of Cllrs had put on their manifesto’s they wanted something for the youth of our village he thought this would be a good idea. Cllrs E Farmer, L Taylor and A Holmes said they would be interested in forming a working party for this.  Cllr S Hodson suggested NPS carry out a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish Council.  The Clerk said she could get other quotes in to carry out this work.  Cllr S Merrington said three quotes would be best.  Cllr S Hodson request a scoping document be produced. 


Cllr A Miles – To discuss issues and approve actions relating to Planning Application 23/02243/FUL - Proposed change of use of land for the storage of recovery vehicles and car sales; the erection of a 1.8m high fence, site cabin and container units (retrospective).  This is available to view on WMDC website - Planning Application 
Cllr A Miles requested this be discussed with other planning issues in item 11 on the agenda.  No objections were received.


UPC 193 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st October 2023 to the 31st October 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 194  Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
23/02273/FUL Fir Tree Farm House Hall Lane North Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2DZ. Demolition of agricultural and equestrian buildings, cessation of caravan storage use and erection of 5 dwellings.
*23/02243/FUL Balkaer Tom Wood Ash Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1HB. Proposed change of use of land for the storage of recovery vehicles, the erection of a 1.8m high fence, site cabin and container units (retrospective).
23/02221/FUL 2 Tower Avenue Upton Pontefract. Proposed single storey extensions to front side and rear, proposed roof lift with loft conversion.

[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]APPROVED PLANNING – 
23/01949/FUL 17 Smeaton Road Upton Pontefract WF9 1EY. Proposed porch to front.

*The Parish Council discussed at length the following planning application.
23/02243/FUL Balkaer Tom Wood Ash Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1HB. Proposed change of use of land for the storage of recovery vehicles, the erection of a 1.8m high fence, site cabin and container units (retrospective).
The Chairman said this has already been discussed at length and anyone who is either for or against this application should contact WMDC personally, but the first step is to contact our District Cllrs. The landowner who was in attendance again went into further details on the site.  He asked if he could speak with the Council and it was agreed to speak with him in before private business items on the agenda.

UPC 195 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook:
· Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc.
· Emails from Residents:
Bookings for the Village Hall

· Written Correspondence – CAB re extra costs for next financial year and a report on the usage of the service – No objections to the extra costs were received.



UPC 196 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved.

The Parish Council spoke at length with the landowner who has applied for planning permission on Tom Wood Ash Lane 23/02243/FUL

UPC 197 Quote received for repair works to be carried out on the gate on Green Lane – see attached
Resolved – Quote of £399.00 was approved.


UPC 198 Further quote received for bays on Harewood Lane allotments – see attached
Resolved:  Before a decision is made to mark out where the bays are to go and to carry out a site visit.




As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  The Chairman also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and hope to see everyone back in the New Year.



Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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