MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
19th December 2022

The chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Cllr R Massey and 3 members of the public were in attendance.  The Chairman thanked Friends of the Community for thankyou card for their recent grant award from the Parish Council

The Chairman asked if there were any questions from the public, as no one raised any issues the Chairman proceeded with the meeting


[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		P Costello – Chairman
				K Davison – Vice Chairman
A Miles 
B Mears 
				C Merrington
D Welsh
I Bell
J Greaves 
S McCabe 
S Pallett
S Spencer

UPC 174 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, S Wooldridge, P Kitching. J Greaves and  District Cllr A Garbutt. 
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.  


UPC 175 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved


UPC 176 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
176.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: Cllr P Kitching declared a pecuniary interest in item 9 on the agenda.  Cllr E Griffin also declared a pecuniary interest in item 10 on the agenda 
176.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 177 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 21st November 2022.  
The Chairman gave an update on some issues raised in the minutes.  As no issues were raised regarding the minutes from the meeting and following the minutes being previously circulated; a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 21st November 2022 were approved as a true record.


UPC 178 To approve minutes from the Allotment Committee meeting 14th November 2022 and to consider any recommendations made to the Parish Council.
No issues were raised, all recommendations made were approved. The Clerk just reminded Cllrs that it states in allotment law 12month notice can only be given either from April or October. The minutes having been previously circulated: a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record and to approve all recommendations made by the Allotment Committee.
Resolved:  The minutes and recommendations from the Allotment Committee meeting 14th November 2022 were approved as a true record.


[bookmark: _Hlk119317680][bookmark: _Hlk120020253]UPC 179 To receive written applications for the office of parish councillor and to co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy – enclosed is the Parish Council policy for co-option and application(s) received.
One application had been received.  The Chairman proposed a vote on be taken to ask the council if wished to cop-opt at this time.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.  The chairman then proposed Mr Robbie Pinkerton be co-opted on the Parish Council.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The Council approved Mr Robbie Pinkerton be co-opted on to the Parish Council.  Mr Pinkerton completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and joined the meeting from this point.


UPC 180 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr R Massey said he had no information for the Parish Council on issues raised at the last meeting of the Parish Council.
Cllr A Garbutt sent in the following report:
· Maintenance of the country park following a number of complaints.
· Walmsley Ave weeds and litter removed. 
· Indiscriminate parking H.G.V Nth Elmsall 
· Upton fishing club looking to replace fuel-controlled aerator with 16 foot wind powered.
· Overhanging vegetation waggon Lane 
· Upton rugby club assistance with flood lights application 


UPC 181 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr S Spencer gave an update on the current situation regarding the uploading of information on to the Upton and North Elmsall History Groups new website.
Cllr K Davison thanked Cllrs who helped with the Benevolent Fund Christmas tea, and said she would also like to put an event on for Easter 2023 and looking at the date of 28th March 2023.
Cllr D Welsh gave an update on the new floodlights at the Quarry Lane ground and said they are now installed and working.


UPC 182 Update on the Community Garden project.
Cllr C Merrington said he has asked for more concrete flags to be donated and has received 140.  He also said he would like to give a small hamper to the helpers from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day in Pontefract as they have been a tremendous help with the community garden project and don’t take a penny for their help.  The Chairman said she would be happy to put in £30.00 from her Chairman’s allowance, and if any other Cllr wished to add anything that would be good.


UPC 183 To allow free use of the Village Hall, Main Hall for Cedars Family Hub – children’s aspiration and wellbeing group 15th February 2023.
Resolved: Free use was approved.


UPC 184 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a. Cllr P Costello – Memorial Garden – to revisit the project to refurbish the Miners Memorial Garden.
Comments were taken into consideration which had been received via the Parish Councils facebook page and discussed this at length.  It was suggested to consider mining features being placed on the current garden by Cllrs and to contact the Friends of the Community to ask about the pit tub they had purchased to be placed on the garden.  To also look at redefining the pathways which have grown over.


b. Cllr B Mears - to consider/approve the Parish Council lease a vehicle for staff and Cllrs to use to carry out Parish Council business. – see attached an example of costs
Various scenarios were discussed at length and to do a cost/benefit analysis.  
Resolved:  To compile costs to hire a van for three months and to produce a cost/benefit analysis.  To email out costs to hire a van to Parish Councillors and if 8 Cllrs are happy for this action, to hire for a three month period.


UPC 185 To approve what the Council wishes to do with the remaining chocolate selection boxes left over from the recent Pantomime.
Resolved:  To donate to Upton Rugby Club for their Christmas Eve Children Party.


UPC 186 To approve dates for closure of the Village Hall 23rd December 2022 to the 3rd January 2023.  Staff will be on call for emergencies.
No objections were received


UPC 187 To receive the Internal Audit report
The report was noted


UPC 189 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st November to 30th November 2022.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques.
Resolved:  Payments, statements and reports were approved.





UPC 190 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
None received

APPROVED PLANNING 
None received

REFUSED
1 Hill Estate, Upton, Pontefract West Yorkshire.


UPC 191 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR

Facebook:
· A number of questions regarding tickets for pantomimes.

The access into the Barratt Estate from the footpath on the A638 requires urgent attention. The wooden style should be rebuilt. People are riding bicycles down the side of the steps, straight out onto Orchid Crest , often into the path of cars travelling along Orchid Crest. It will or could end up with fatalities.
(Clerk emailed Customer Services at WMDC)

· I have just been to watch the afternoon showing of Aladdin with my grandson brother and niece and waw it was amazing!! This is the 3rd I have been and seen and never fails…. You all do a fantastic job and we look forward to next years already…. Thank you for a great time xx
· 
Whow what a fantastic show my grandkids loved it from start to finish we were all made to feel so welcome in the village hall which I’ve not been in for years thanks to one and all for organising such an event will definitely be back next year feel you need to advertise it more I’m sure there will have been some kids in the village that would have loved but well done to you all and a big thank you xx


Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.30pm




Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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