MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

17th DECEMBER 2018
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  One member of the public was in attendance  
As there was no public session requested the Chairman moved on to the Parish Council meeting

Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

A Miles

B Tallon 

C Hobson

L Pallett

M Stevens

N Goodall

P Costello 

P Oxby

P Mears

P Wilson

R Johnson 

S Pallett
S Scott

UPC 175 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: District Cllrs Martyn Ward, Jessica Carrington and Allan Garbutt gave prior notice of non-attendance.  Cllr P Costello gave Cllr L Pickin’s apology at the meeting

UPC 176 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Resolved:  No disclosures of interest were received
UPC 177 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 19th November 2018 – see attached

Cllr C Hobson responded to Cllr M Stevens comments regarding the interest in the food bank by Labour Parish Councillors, saying the Labour Group has been approached by the Chairman of the Food Bank.
Cllr C Hobson asked about the course which is to be take place at UNEF’s Library Facility.  Cllr P Costello responded the course is to start early next year and explained what the 6-week course will entail.
UPC 165, Cllr P Costello asked if a meeting had been arranged with Friends of the Community over regarding their donation request form.  Clerk said she had emailed the Treasure of the group about a meeting but unfortunately the group decided to withdraw their request for funding for ‘Upton in Bloom’. She has written to Friends of the Community to wish them say the Parish Council was sorry to hear this but wished them good luck in the competition next year.
The Chairman requested a proposer and seconder to approve the minutes and a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved:  The minutes from the meeting of the Parish Council held 19th November 2018 be accepted as they stand having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.

UPC 178 To receive a report from the Finance Working Party meeting held Monday 12th November 2018 - To approve any actions/cost thereafter
The Chairman requested a proposer and seconder to approve the report and a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved:  The report and actions from the report were approved

UPC 179 To receive a report from the informal chat with Grazing and Stable holders – see attached

 DATE: 27/11/18

Time: 17.30 until 19.00

MEETING: Upton Village Hall (library)

Attendees present: 

 Pat Kitchen, Brian Mears, Clare Mears, Rita Johnson, Paul Wilson, Angela Spencer

Stable & Grazing Attendees:

S Gledhill, M Naylor, D Wheat, K Hatfield, S Cunliffe.

Apologies:

N Goodall, L Pickin, M Stevens, A Cutts

Agenda:

· First meeting to introduce Angela Spencer to whom they will be dealing with now

· Field & Grazing rent arrears

· Discuss payments for 2019 beginning April

· To let them know that we are getting quotes together for fencing

· Signs have gone up (no horse to be left unattended at any time)

· Gates in stable area 

· Fence fixed at side of field near corral 

· To change stables they have to do it in writing to the council first.

Action to be taken:

· Look at adding hay payments to rent and grazing monthly payment.

· Spencer is to contact Bob who provides the hay for the field.

· Locks for gates into allotments

· Angela to send letters out to all allotment holders to remind them to lock the gates

· Suggestions were made regarding safeguarding the allotments due to gates being constantly left open which is leaving peoples animals and belongings at risk – to look at an idea of some sort of safety barrier

· Horses to be wormed twice yearly

· To have the field checked for rag wort in the summer (June/July)

· Chain arrowing in the spring (March/April) ask Bob for price for both

· Spencer to get a list of things that need attending to in the stables

· Gate onto field and a Carrol putting around the gate entrance to the field for safety
UPC 180 To receive quotes for various works on the grazing field and Harewood Lane roadway through the allotment site – Quotes include, new fencing for part of the grazing field, repairs to post onto field and to build corral area, notice board, repairs to the road way though the allotment site to approve costs actions thereafter – to be sent by email and post prior to the meeting

Clerk said wasn’t a quote for a notice board and this will be brought to the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 181 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

District Cllr Jessica Carrington email the following report:

Cross Street flooding – WMDC have been out to investigate and the update on 23/11/18 was the work will be completed within the next 2 weeks.
Litter collection – thanks again to Street Scene for their continued support removing the 20 plus bags of litter collected by probation services.

Minsthorpe Path – this work has now been completed and thanks to Cllr Oxby for helping District Councillors and WMDC by keeping a check on the progress of work.

Cllr P Costello said there is no members reports on the agenda. The Clerk stated she had made the decision to leave this off the agenda due to Parish Councillors abusing the item and if any Parish Councillor wished to give any report to have this placed on the agenda, so actions or costs can be approved.  Cllr P Costello asked what was the cut off time, the Clerk responded 12.00 noon on the previous Monday before the Parish Council meeting as stated in the Parish Councils standing orders.  Cllr S Pallett asked the Clerk if she can do this to which she responded, yes, she could.
UPC 182 To approve list of payments for November/December 2018 – to follow. To approve monthly financial report for the 1st to 30th November 2018 - attached

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to approve the reports and payments and a vote via a show of hands
Resolved:  Payments and reports were approved
UPC 183 To receive the returned Annual Return for the financial year April 1st, 2017 to March 31st, 2018 - copy to follow
External Auditor Report 2017/2018

On 28th September 2018 we issued a report detailing the result of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and 2 of this authority Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2018.  We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the review.
The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

‘the smaller authority has not addressed the ‘except for’ matter raised by the external auditor when qualifying the prior year annual return as the smaller authority has not restated the 2016/2017 figure in Section 2, Box 9’.

Other matters not effecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority

To note the External Auditor Certificate 2017/18.  We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return and discharge our responsibilities under the Local Audit and accountability Act 2014, for the year ending 31st March 2018
UPC 184 To approve the Security Incident Policy to comply with the Parish Councils duties under the General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018 - copy attached
Cllr P Costello and S Pallett said they had not received a copy of the policy.  The Chairman suggested this be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.  TAPE  

UPC 185 To receive a report from Cllr N Goodall regarding issues raised by Cllr L Pickin as to cheque reimbursements for payments made for the Parish Council at Country Baskets for Christmas decorations and Ebay for books for the Book Xchange due to the ‘family connections to the Clerk’ 
Cllr N Goodall handed out a written report and requested this be minuted.  

At the Parish Council meeting dated 11th December 2017 the following was approved:

UPC 204 Request to approve a ceiling limit to purchase new Christmas decorations for the next years Christmas celebrations – Cllr N Goodall
Various suggestions were put forward.  A proposal of £1,500.00 was suggested and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote with a show of hands
Resolved:  The proposal for £1,500.00 ceiling limit was approved
 
Due to councillor Pickens unnecessary and intentional misleading comments regarding family connections at the previous council meeting, I would like to take a moment of your time to remind councillors of the financial processes which are in place to ensure open and transparency of the parish council.
 
The Parish Council has two cheque signatories one being Cllr B Mears (labour) and Cllr L Pallett (Community Minded).  Invoices are presented to these Cllrs before any cheques are signed.  
All accounts are audited by our internal auditor every 6 months and externally in London every year. We have a qualified responsible financial office within our Clerk and from whom we take our professional advice from along with other bodies such a YLCA.


Invoices for any purchases along with everything else which is paid out are available for viewing by any Parish Councillor and there is also a Finance Working Party where all Parish Councillors are members.  Meetings are held quarterly where all bank statements, invoice etc are available for everyone to view. The last one was held on Monday 12th November 2018 which only attended by: B Mears, N Goodall., R Johnson, P Oxby, L Pallett, S Scott, P Wilson. If you do have a personal interest or enquiries where finances are concerned all necessary information is presented at these meetings to allow any councillor to review any payment made.

 
It was recently passed for the clerk to apply for a pre-paid card for the parish council to use for any in-store and online purchases, as purchases by cheque or invoices are now becoming outdated. Going forwards as this new pre-paid card becomes available i have no doubt that the need for any councillor or the Clerk to purchase goods or services in the first instance should reduce if not be completely eradicated.

Due to the nature of the purchases and the way in which the parish council conducted its purchases at that time, i had offered out of my own goodwill, and under the review and advice of the Clerk to purchase the items on behalf of the parish council and to claim back at a later date. I’m extremely disappointed that a councillor’s goodwill can be twisted with misleading statements, this in my opinion is something should not be tolerated at any meeting.

The Chairman requested a proposer and a sconder to approve the report be minuted.  A vote was requested via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The report to be minuted
 

UPC 186 Due to continual referral to ‘family connections’ between the Clerk and some members of the Parish Council both Labour and Community Minded, to allow the Clerk to contact Yorkshire Local Council Association for legal clarification on ‘family connections’ 
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to approve this action.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.

Resolved:  The Clerk to contact YLCA over this issue.

UPC 187 Report on the Pantomime event - Friday 7th and Saturday 8th December 2018 – Cllr C Hobson
Cllr Hobson gave a brief report saying all three shows were a sell out of 170 tickets per show.  With the £1.00 ticket sales children were provided with a cone of sweets and a carton of pop on entry, hot dogs were provided during the interval and the children went to see Father Christmas and received a selection box.  Tea, Coffee biscuits etc were provided for adults and children.

UPC 188 Report from Cllr P Wilson on the Presentation Evening at Minsthorpe Community College 6th December 2018

Cllr P Wilson gave a brief report on the event.  He said he enjoyed the event where he awarded the prize for French.  He said he felt this should be attended by more Parish Councillors next year to show our support.
UPC 189 Information received from The Community Foundation for Wakefield District - please see attached information – to approve any actions/costs thereafter
The Community Foundation for Wakefield District is working to help families in your local area and across the Wakefield District stay warm this Christmas. The aim is to bring warmth to 800 families and elderly people who are facing fuel poverty this Christmas.

This year’s challenge is to double the £10,000 match funding already provided by WDH and Wakefield Council. With this in place, every pound donated to the Winter Fuel Christmas Challenge will be matched. The Community Foundation is set to double the number of families receiving Winter Fuel support, from 350 households last year to 800 this year. The aim, with public support, is to ensure families and elderly people can benefit from emergency fuel grants of £25 over the festive season.

We would like to discuss how the Winter Fuel grants could be promoted to residence in your area who otherwise would face real hardship over Christmas. We would also like to discuss the possibility of increasing the number of £25 grants available in your area, through an element of local matched funding, where ever £12.50 provided locally will be match by the Community Foundation’s Winter Fuel fund to provide another emergency fuel grant in for one of your local families.    
It would be good to be able to meet with you at your offices and discuss the potential impact of this campaign. Please could you suggest a date, which would be convenient for you. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jon Ingham
Development Manager
Community Foundation for Wakefield District
Discussions took place and a proposal to arrange a meeting with Jon Ingham was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  Clerk to organise a meeting 
UPC 190 Donation request received from Upton Stay and Play – see attached – to approve cost/actions thereafter

Various scenarios were discussed on how to best help.  It was proposed the Clerk speak to both Stay and Play, On the Move and Rhythm and Rhyme Story Time young children’s groups who use the Village Hall regarding equipment they may require.  To look at the Parish Council purchasing this equipment for all the groups to use.
UPC 191 Youth Provisions – as requested at the last Parish Council meeting, for Cllrs to bring ideas forward

Cllr C Hobson and P Wilson read out a list of activities which are already available to their knowledge.  These are; Rainbow, Guides, Brownies, Rugby, Football, Dance Classes, Stay and Play, Ti Boxing, On the Move and Rhythm and Rhyme Story Time. 

After School Clubs at Upton Primary School including Dance, Football, Maths, Young Voices Choir and Cooking.  

Elite Classes during the school holidays.   

Minsthorpe Community College After Schools Clubs including; Library Learning Centre, Catch-up Sessions, Home Learning Groups, Creative Activities, Lego Club, STEM Club, Various Sports Clubs and teams, Gaming Club, Maths Clubs, Coursework Support Groups and a lot more.  

Minsthorpe Leisure Swimming and gym

Tin Shed Youth Centre, South Elmsall

Army Cadets, Minsthorpe

Hawk Martial Arts and Fitness, South Elmsall

Sugar Kanes School of Dance, South Elmsall

All About Eve Dance Academy, Upton

Rhythm and Rhyme Children’s Group

Upton Fishing Club

The Chairman asked if anyone else had anything to add.  No-one mentioned any other club or made any suggestions.  The Chairman thanked Cllr C Hobson and Cllr P Wilson for their report.

UPC 192 Cllr L Pickin – Green Lane - open access as the gates are not being locked – to approve actions/costs thereafter
As Cllr L Pickin wasn’t in attendance it was agreed to place this on the agenda for the following months Parish Council meeting.
UPC 193 To receive a written report from the Allotment, Grazing and Stable officer and Vice-Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area - report to follow
Angela Spencer, Cllrs Paul Wilson and Peter Oxby walked through Harewood Lane allotments today 10/12/18.  We received raised concerns about the lock at the top end of Harewood Lane allotment site not working.  Cllr Paul sprayed some WD40 in, but we could not find anything wrong with it.
After receiving complaints about cockerels’ letters have sent to allotment holders on the 3/12/18 to remove their cockerels from their site.  Following the inspection walk on the 10/12/18 and noticed almost all have still got cockerels, some have four.

To recommend another letter to be sent stating that they are in breach of their contract and to give them two weeks to remove them or we proceed to terminate their contract.

An allotment holder on Harewood Lane, has put two metal sheets up without permission approx. 6 by 6feet.  The Chairman requested a proposer and seconder to approve the recommendations made and a vote via a show of hands
Resolved:  Agreed to approve the recommendations made
UPC 194  Planning matters – to follow
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 18/02037/FUL Address:  Ash Grove House, Ash Grove South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2TF, Proposal: Erection of 30 bed care home and 4no extra care units (C2) with ancillary parking.  

App. No: 18/02517/FUL Address:  76 School Street Upton Pontefract WF9 1EP, Proposal: Erection of a single dwelling.  
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 18/01960/FUL Address:  12 Ruby Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1FA, 

Proposal:  Erection of a wooden climbing frame to the rear (retrospective).
App. No: 18/02268/FUL Address: Farfield Court  Hillside Court South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UR,Proposal: Three new residential apartments, external upgrading works to existing building including alterations to main entrance, installation of new canopy and alterations to access ramp, external decorations, rendering, replacement of all windows and doors, re-roofing and replacement of fascia and soffits, landscaping, resurfacing, extended communal patio, access footpaths, new external bin compound, resurfacing of existing car park, new external ramps and steps to existing entrances, internal remodelling of existing flats and communal areas, installation of new internal lift, installation of flues and external condenser units.

UPC 195 Correspondence – to follow
· Other information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded to all Parish Councillors 
· SESKU Festival Committee – copy sent previously to all Parish Councillors vial email 29th November 2018 – Clerk has forwarded a donation request form
UPC 196 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Not required

UPC Chairman to respond to Cllr B Tallons request for this agenda item – ‘answers from the Chairman over accusations made towards community minded’
Further to discussions taking place between Cllr B Tallon and Cllr B Mears, Cllr B Tallon withdrew the item
UPC 197 Behaviour/conduct of Chairman and Labour Councillors at the last Parish Council meeting - Cllr B Tallon – no further information
UPC 198 Behaviour/conduct of Community Minded Councillors at the last Parish Council meeting – no further information - Cllrs P Wilson, C Hobson, P Oxby, R Johnson, N Goodall, P Mears, S Scott and B Mears 
Items UPC 197 and UPC 198 were discussed together.  Cllr B Tallon opened the discussion regarding Labour Cllrs reactions to Cllr L Pickin’s question regarding the reimbursement to Cllr N Goodall for goods purchased for the Parish Council.  Further issues for discussion were raised by other Parish Councillors.  The Chairman asked if anyone else had anything else they wished to raise.  As there were no further issues raised the Chairman closed the meeting and wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.43pm and thanked everyone for attending.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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