
 MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

18th December 2017 
The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Twelve members of the public were in attendance.
The Chairman asked if anyone wanted to raise any issues in public session.  A public session was requested:

Mrs Davies asked questions regarding items 10, 11, 17 and 18 on the agenda
Mr S Henfrey also asked questions regarding items 10 and 11 on the agenda

As there was no further issues raised and no other members of the public wished to speak the Chairman closed the public session at 6.36pm.
Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

P Oxby – Vice-chairman 
A Davies 
A Miles
B Tallon 

C Hobson
L Pallett
L Pickin 

N Goodall
P Kitching
P Mears

R Johnson 
S Pallett
S Scott
UPC 189 To approve apologies for absence 
Apologies received
District Cllr J Carrington was carrying out Charity work in Ackworth

Cllr P Costello - illness

Resolved: Apologies were noted


 
UPC 190 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Cllr A Miles declared an interest on item 13
Cllr L Pickin declared interests on items 9, 10, 11 and 13 on the agenda and reminded the Parish Council of his dispensations in place

Resolved:  The Parish Councillors interests were noted
UPC 191 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:   No new requests for dispensations had been received prior or at the meeting. 
The Chairman asked if anyone had any objections to bringing item 9 and 10 on the agenda forward to discuss as most of the public in attendance were here for these items.

No objections were received.

UPC 192 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 20th November 2017 – see attached.
Cllr C Hobson stated the minute silence given for Mr Don Crossley had been omitted from the minutes.  No other issues were raised.  The Chairman requested vote by a show of hands to accept the minutes as a true record including the point raised by Cllr C Hobson
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 20th November 2017 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 193 To receive the report from the Finance Working Party meeting 23rd October 2017 – To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm 

Placed on the table for the meeting were all bank statements, VAT information, staff salary information, time sheets, invoices, paying in book, cheque book and receipt book

Cllrs attending


B Mears – Chairman

A Miles

C Hobson 

N Goodall 

P Mears

P Oxby

R Johnson

Item 1 To receive apologies for absence

Resolved:  None received

Item 2 To check the Parish Councils accounts as per the Terms of Reference
All information relating to the Parish Councils accounts were available for viewing.  No issues were raised. 

Item 3 To consider the Parish Council using internet banking facilities 

Resolved:  To make recommendation to the Parish Council to approve internet banking of the Clerk/Responsible Finance Office.  The Clerk/RFO must work within the Parish Councils financial regulations approved by the Parish Council adopted December 2015.

Item 4 Clerks incurred expenses

Receipts were available for viewing.   No objections were received.   It was recommended to reimburse the Clerk of £432.32.  

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.27pm

Cllr L Pickin requested the Clerk to check on his attendance at the meeting.  

The Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to approve the report and actions from the report.  A vote was taken with a show of hands. 

Resolved: The report and actions within the report were approved as a true record.
UPC 194 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
District Cllr J Carrington provided this written report which District Cllr A Garbutt elaborated on.
Bridge repair Went Lane – the repairs are now complete and a request was made for debris to be cleared up.  This has now been done by the road sweeper.

Neighbourhood Funding – a request form has been completed for £500 towards the Christmas tree and this is now going through the process for approval.  The application has been supported by District Councillors. 

Ackworth

Street sign – defaced street sign. Moor Top Avenue Ackworth – this will be replaced.

Crash barrier Doncaster Road – a specialist team are in the area to repair 3 crash barriers across the district.  The team have been delayed with one of the barriers and the estimated target date for Ackworth is 16th November 2017.

Neighbourhood Watch – some residents have shown a strong interest in setting up a neighbourhood watch over three zones from Maddison Close to Dando Way. PCSO Lorraine has also provided details on the neighbourhood watch scheme and residents would like involvement from the parish council.  A suggestion was made to focus on each zone separately and use zone 1 (Maddison Close) as a starting point, to roll out the scheme.  The lead resident for zone 1 has contacted the police to register this zone and a closed group Facebook page has been set up.
Missing roundabout signs – this has been chased up with WMDC by District Councillors with the highways team on a number of occasions.  This work is now completed.

Bell Lane car park pot holes – this has been chased up with WDMC by District Councillors and the highways team are currently costing this work.

Ginnels – The ginnel on Pontefract Road across from the village green and the ginnel leading to Hills Estate have been cut back from foliage.

Gullies – Gully cleaning has now begun across the whole of the Wakefield District as part of the winter previsions programme.  A lot of gullies have been cleared in Ackworth and some were blocked with tree roots/leaves on Pontefract Road.  We are pleased to say that after a lot of work these gullies have now been cleared.  Gully cleaning will be on going.

Flooding Low Ackworth – two gullies have been cleaned opposite Low Green and Yorkshire Water has also attended the site again.  The investigations are still ongoing.

Tree consultation Dando Way – A consultation was carried out with residents that live near the poplar trees on Dando Way and after analysing the responses these trees will be removed. Once the trees are removed, 24 trees that are suitable for this area will be replanted.  Residents that responded to the survey have been informed. A planning application was processed and approved for this work.

Upton
Ash Grove Parking – issue with parking on Ash Grove and around the Co op store have been reported to WMDC parking services for investigation.

Missing direction arrows - missing direction arrows on a chicane at Ash Grove have been raised to WMDC for investigation.  The job has now been issued to Engie to replace the chicanes. 

Grate – A lose grate cover located on Hall Lane when turning from Doncaster Road.  This was raised to WMDC.

Car park resurfacing – the work has been delayed for a second time.  Northern Gas networks need to lay the pipes for the new pavilion and this will cross over some electric cables.  Despite District Councillors involvement, including speaking to the utilities companies this has been out of our control.  Once the utility work has been completed the resurfacing of the car park will be re looked at.

Moss on the footpath – A parish councillor passed on information regarding moss on the footpath located at Almond Close, Minsthorpe.  This has been reported to WMDC.

Badsworth

Leaves – a resident provide pictures and streets to District Councillors where the leaves have built up.  This information has been sent to WMDC requesting a clean-up of the leaves.

Thorpe Audlin
Horse riding signs – this has been chased up with WMDC by District Councillors and the highways team are liaising with Engie to progress this on. The report has been sent to the clerk.
Blocked gullies – The end of Went Lane, the end of Hall Green on the Badsworth side, outside the old blacksmith cottage on Thorpe Lane – these have been reported to WMDC.

UPC 195 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors - to report only - for information only and not to approve costs/actions  
Cllr A Miles and Cllr S Pallett requested it noting they are not happy with the standard of the fitting of the two sets of new doors which have recently been replaced.
Cllr N Goodall gave a verbal report on the three pantomime shows held on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th December 2017

Cllr L Pickin reported on the recent incidents regarding the Christmas lights at Upton Community Library and Development Centre

Cllr S Pallett reported on the Christmas Benevolent Fund Christmas tea held on Saturday 25th November 2017

UPC 197 To receive reports from the Police Representative
As there was no Police representative at the meeting the Chairman moved on to the next item.
The Chairman requested to discuss both item 9 and 10 on the agenda together.  No issues were raised regarding this request
UPC198 To receive any updates/information regarding the pavilion currently under construction on Upton Country Park - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

The Clerk had been informed by Mr C Frogett from Steve Wells Associates a meeting had been arranged for Thursday 21st December 2017 at the Pavilion for the Parish Council to officially take over the keys to the Pavilion from Sangwins Ltd (the appointed construction firm) and to then, formally hand over the keys to Upton United Juniors CSC.  The official hand over date was also brought forward by a day to Thursday 21st December 2017.
UPC 199 To approve the Chairman and Vice-chairman, sign all outstanding contracts on behalf of the Parish Council prior to the expected hand over date of 22nd December 2017 for the pavilion on Upton Country Park - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

The contracts being:

·  The MWD 2011 Minor Works Building Contract with contractor’s design 2011

· The indemnity deed between the Parish Council and Upton United CSC

· The Parish Council to formally accept Upton United CSC agreement regarding the management of the new pavilion

· The contract between Upton United CSC and Upton Parish Council to undertake the construction services for the building of the pavilion in return for the agreed contribution of £4,000.00 plus VAT as recommended by Price Waterhouse Cooper – to approve invoice be sent to Upton United CSC if payment has not already been received

The Clerk stated Mr C Frogett from Steve Wells Associates had informed her Price Waterhouse Cooper had made a mistake regarding the amount to be received from Upton United Community Sports Club the figure of £4,000.00 should be inclusive of VAT.  

The Clerk requested the Parish Council to consider the removal of the following sections from the Parish Councils Indemnity Deed as these were not relevant to the document as the Parish Council and Upton United Community Sports Club have always agreed the Parish Council would not have no further involvement once the pavilion was handed over to Upton United Community Sports Club 
· Under section 1. Background  

(C)  On advice received from Price Waterhouse Cooper LLP, it has been agreed that the Parish Council should become a joint applicant with the Club, in order to allow the Parish Council to recover the VAT on the Project to assist with the funding, estimated to amount to £80,000.

· Under section 2 Club Obligations

2.1 The Club undertakes and warrants, on a continuing basis, that it has and shall fully comply with all obligations under the Grant, and shall be solely responsible for ensuring the Project is properly managed, administered and all necessary or desirable conditions met.  

2.2 The Club shall provide any such evidence to the Parish Council as the Parish Council may request from time to time (acting reasonably) to evidence the compliance with clause 

· Section 3 Indemnity

3.3 If a payment due from the Club under this clause is subject to tax (whether by way of direct assessment or withholding at its source), the Parish Council shall be entitled to receive from the Parish Council such amounts as shall ensure that the net receipt, after tax, to the Club in respect of the payment is the same as it would have been were the payment not subject to tax.

The amendments were proposed and seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote by a show of hands.  The proposal was approved and these sections will be removed from the final document.  Also proposed, seconded and approved was to sign and accept all the documents presented to the Parish Council.
Resolved: The Chairman and Vice-chair both signed the indemnity deed on behalf of the Parish Council.  Mr Lee Pickin and Mr Simon Henfrey both signed the indemnity deed on behalf of Upton United Juniors Community Sports Club.  The Clerk signed on behalf of the Parish Council as witness to for all signatures.  All other documents were accepted and signed with the approval of the Parish Council.  The indemnity document will be actioned as from the 21st December 2017 where the Parish Council relinquishes all ties with the Pavilion.  This now is the full responsibility of Upton United Juniors CSC.
UPC 200 To request the return of the Parish Councils generator currently on loan to Upton United CSC now the new pavilion has been completed.

Resolved:  Upton United CSC will return the generator and will make arrangements with the Clerk regarding its return.
UPC 201 To receive any updates/information regarding Bell Street Allotments - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter - see latest letter from the Parish Councils solicitor attached

No further information has been received.
UPC 202 To receive any information from YLCA regarding Disclosable Pecuniary interests for two Parish Councillors who are also Directors/Trustees of UNEF before arranging a further meeting to discuss funds/grant/donation to the Non-for-profit Charitable Company to provide a library/book leading service for its parishioners for the financial year 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019.  To approve any actions/resolutions thereafter  
Cllr A Miles said he would leave the meeting, the Clerk reported this was still ongoing.  Various conversations regarding the situation took place.  Cllr S Pallett stated he didn’t have a DPI and Mr Miles said he thought there were three directors in place. 
UPC 203 Quote received to fit a door and shelving under the stairs in the Council Chamber which will allow for more storage - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

Clerk reported no-one has been to give a further quote.  Cllr Pallett says he would pass some details on of joiner(s) who may be able to provide a quote.  Chairman proposed this be left until the next Parish Council meeting.  This was seconded and the Chairman requested a show of hands for the proposal
Resolved:  The proposal was approved.
UPC 204 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area. Includes reports on animal welfare issues, complaints, suggestions raised with the Chairman/Clerk/Cllrs 
Harewood Lane
To recommend this be discussed in private business 

A letter (please see attached) was sent to all allotment holders who have chickens/hens on their plots regarding having cockerels on the site.  After an inspection there are still a number of cockerels.  Cockerels are not allowed on allotment sites as stated in the 1950 Allotment Act.  As of today (Thursday 14th November) there are still a number of cockerels on the site and these are in breach of not only their agreement but also breaking the 1950 Allotment Act.  

Clerk and Vice-chairman to update the Parish Council on this issue reported at the November Parish Council meeting – to recommend this be discussed further in private business.

The allotment holder reported on at the last Parish Council meeting has now been formally given notice to quit her/his plots(s) after verbally giving notice themselves to the Clerk.  An inspection of the plots will be carried out before the next allotment holder takes over the plot there ensuring all parties concerned are happy.  Please also to note is during an inspection it was seen there are at least one piglet on site along with the original adult pig.

School Street Allotments

No new issues to report

Grazing Field
No issues to report
Stables
No issues to report
The Clerk gave an overview of the situation concerning the cockerels on Harwood Lane allotment site.  
Resolved: Approved to discuss other issues in private business.

UPC 204 Request to approve a ceiling limit to purchase new Christmas decorations for the next years Christmas celebrations – Cllr N Goodall

Various suggestions were put forward.  A proposal of £1,500.00 was suggested and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote with a show of hands
Resolved:  The proposal for £1,500.00 ceiling limit was approved
UPC 205 Request for a donation received from Upton Daycare to help with the cost of new fencing – please see attached.  Bank statements will be available at the meeting to view only
The Clerk reported no bank statements had been received from Upton Daycare

The Chairman and Cllr C Hobson reported they had been to visit Upton Daycare to see the issues they were having regarding the fencing.  Some issues were raised regarding donations to a private company.  As no bank statements had been received it was proposed this be left in abeyance until these were received.  The Chairman requested a vote with a show of hands
Resolved:  To leave this request for a donation in abeyance until further information has been received
UPC 206 Notification received from SAAA (Smaller Authority Audit Appointments Ltd) PKF Littlejohn LLP is the Parish Councils external auditor for the 2017 to 2022 – notification previously emailed

The information was noted
UPC 207 To approve payment list for November/December 2017 and to approve monthly financial report for the 1st November to 31st November 2017 – See attached 
Resolved:  No issues were raised
UPC 208 Planning Matters - see attached: 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
17/02769/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  

Address:  Rose Estate Sports And Recreation Ground Off Rose Avenue Upton Pontefract WF9 1D.  Proposal:  Change of use of land for stationing of steel container for the storage of sports equipment at Rose Estate Sports and Recreation

17/02788/HHN Application Type: High Hedge Notification.  Address:  Stonelodge Tom Wood Ash Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1HB, Proposal: High Hedge.

17/02915/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  Address:  18 Lonsborough Way South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2TS, Proposal: Conservatory to rear.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED

App. No: 17/02379/FUL Address:  27 Elder Avenue Upton Pontefract WF9 1NR, Proposal: Two storey extension to rear
Resolved:  No issues were raised

UPC 209 Correspondence 
· Minsthorpe Community College – Presentation Evening 19th December 2017

· Letter re: National Grid

· Other information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded to all Parish Councillors

UPC 210 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved:  Approved.
UPC 211 To discuss possible issues relating to Harewood Lane Allotments as reported in the monthly allotment report - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter
The Clerk informed the Council of the conversation she had with the owner of the pigs. 
Resolved:  It was agreed to adhere to the Parish Councils policy to not allow breading of any kind on the allotment sites.  To write to the owner of the plot with the extra number of hens to request the extra chickens and cockerels be removed.

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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