MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING

16th December 2024
The Chairman, Cllr S Hodson opened the meeting at 6.30pm. Four members of public, the Parish Councils Village Warden, Paul Wilson and Allotment Officer Mrs Angela Spencer were in attendance.
The Chairman welcomed members of the public and the past Chairman., He thanked her personally for her work she has put in over a long period of time and wished her luck with her future plans.  H also thanked a number of people who have brought him up to date with items he wasn’t aware of and of the impute fellow Cllrs have given especially Cllr L Taylor and it has been invaluable as her acting as Chair.  The Chairman asked if there was any member of the public wishing to raise any issues.
A public session was requested:

The ex-chairman referred to item 4 on the agenda regarding the draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting 18th November 2024:
UPC 160 – asked if the three thank you letters, she had requested been sent out – this was confirmed.  Aso had the plaque for Mr Mannifield been completed yet? The Clerk reported this was still waiting to be engraved.  Due to her resignation, she will not be able to complete the task of supplying pictures for the Village Hall’s main hall would any other Cllr be prepared to take on this task.  Cllr L Taylor volunteered.

UPC166  - reported on the Parish Councils Pantomime and said it was again a successful day and thanked Friends of the Community for their hard work.  She did say she was disappointed to note the lack of Cllrs at the event.  Cllr S Pallett did response to say he did say he wouldn’t be able to attend prior to the event.
She asked Cllr C Merrington if he had an update regarding the bench for the Community Garden.  Cllr Merrington responded he had not heard back from the person requesting the seat.  The newly elected Chairman asked if the Parish Council had a policy in place for the siting of Memorial Benches.  Clerk reported there wasn’t.  Chairman suggested this is something which could be looked at.

Also requested by the ex-Chairman was to add to the minutes following UPC 181 to add ‘the Chairman verbally resigned’.  Clerk asked if the Parish Council were happy to add this.  The request was approved.
Agenda item 13 – asked if representatives from School Street be allowed to attend or will it just be Cllrs? It was confirmed it will be just Cllrs with the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer in the first instance and to consider opening discussions up following this.

Agenda item 17 it was asked as the ex-Chairman requested her formal written resignation received the day following the meeting be emailed out to all Cllrs should this not be in with Councils correspondence?  The Chairman responded ‘when this item is discussed he will be inviting Cllr L Taylor to respond.
Another issue was raised by a member of the public regarding the marking up of Common Lane which had been reported at a previous meeting, unfortunately the resurfacing work has not yet been carried out.  The Chairman responded to this enquiry.  He said this is a District Cllr issue unfortunately no District Cllrs attend our meetings, and it does state on their current website they hold meetings and make themselves available prior to the Parish Council meeting which is disingenuous of them and needs removing.  Therefore, could we request the Clerk write to the District Cllrs to ask them to remove this and to give an explanation as to why they don’t attend our Parish Council meetings. To write to Denise Jefferies, Leader of WMDC and to copy all Parish Councillors into the email and to attach the letter also when emailing the District Cllrs. 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and proceeded with the Parish Council meeting.
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UPC 183 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved:  Apologies received from, Cllrs E Jones and K Wilson
UPC 184 To approve reasons for absence.

Resolved:  Reasons for absence was approved for absent Cllrs.

UPC 185 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

185.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.  
185.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

Cllr S Hodson reported his Declaration of Interest does not appear on the Parish Councils website but is on WMDC website.  The Clerk will look into this.
UPC 186 To approve draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting 18th November 2024.
Resolved:  The amended minutes approved during the public session and after being circulated from the Parish Council meeting 18th November 2024 were approved as a true record.

UPC 187 To approve draft minutes from the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council meeting held 2nd December 2024.

Cllr L Taylor requested the status of Acting Chair replaced with Vice-Chair as the outgoing Chairman, Cllr P Costello remains Chair until a new one is elected.

Resolved:  The amended minutes from the extra ordinary meeting of the Parish Council were approved as a true record.
UPC 189 To approve draft minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 2nd December 2024. 
Cllr L Taylor wished to confirm the price for the rat treatment was an approx amount of £840.00 and with quarterly visits of £84,00 per visit.
The Chairman said it was remis of him but a Cllr did contact him to mention on the agenda item 4 regarding the Parish Council meeting held on the 18th November 2024, UPC 163 – the request for the Parish Council to purchase tools to allow the Village Warden to carry out works for the Parish Council, where the Council approve to purchase tools up to £2,000.00. Asked when the tools are purchased, they are to be placed on the asset register and they are covered by insurance.  Also, the sum is recorded.  Clerk confirmed it was a ceiling limit which was awarded
Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting held 4th November 2024 were approved as a true record.
UPC 190 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

No District Cllrs were in attendance.  
Further comments were made regarding the District Cllrs including members of the public who were in attendance.  The Chairman suggested to the run up to the next Parish Council meeting to invite members of the public and Cllrs to put forward a list of things for our District Cllrs to attend to.  The Chairman invited everyone to get together and to submit any items to the Clerk and write a follow up letter in January to the District Cllrs

UPC 191 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr L Taylor asked if a date had been received from the Joiner about replacing the kitchen work tops – Clerk reported not at yet.
Cllr L Taylor – asked as to why no Christmas trees had been received from WMDC and she had escalated the situation to the District Cllrs and had been made aware this had happened to a number of other Councils throughout the District.  Cllr L Taylor invited Cllr C Merrington to speak on this who informed the Council he had received an email from a North Elmsall resident of the lack of tree.  Cllr C Merrington took it upon himself to source two 14ft trees at a cost of £300.00.  Battery lights with a timer could be purchased online for the trees.  

The Chairman put a proposal forward due to the urgency of the issue to approve the costs for the trees and lights on the proviso that WMDC approve the trees, and we are covered by insurance.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.  

Resolved:  This action was approved.
Cllr S Pallett reported on the Youth Club which takes place at Upton Library and Community Centre saying they have approx. 50 who attend and will be taking them to the cinema next week.

Cllr S Pallett reported on what used to be the Benevolent Fund Christmas Tea held at Upton Library and Community Centre and said they catered for 48 people.  He asked about the tablecloths which were on loan from the Parish Council and asked if he could get approval for the Parish Council to cover the costs for cleaning.  Clerk requested he got a quote so this could be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Cllr S Pallett thanked the Council for the loan of the tablecloths, tables and chairs, and thanked Paul Wilson the Village Warden for helping with this and coming out on a Saturday as well.
UPC 192 To approve closure dates for the Villag Hall over the Christmas break.
The Village Warden will be on call during this time and the Clerk will be checking emails etc during this closure period.  The Chairman thanked the Village Warden for his monthly report.
Resolved:  Agree the Village Hall closure from 23rd December 2024 at 12.00 noon allow the booking on the 28th December and to re-open on Thursday 2nd January 2025.
UPC 193 To approve a date to hold the Finance Working Party meeting.
Resolved:  Agreed to hold the meeting at 5.30pm on Monday 20th January 2025 before the Parish Council meeting on the same day.

UPC 194 To consider repairing the disabled concrete access to the Village Hall.

Resolved:  To source reports on its current state and costs for repair.
UPC 195 To discuss best course of action regarding locks and chains to the rear of Harewood Lane as this is a constant issue– see attached photographs.

Resolved:  To leave in obeyance for the time being due to the constant cutting of chains and locks.
UPC 196 To consider/discuss either an extra ordinary meeting of the Parish Council or a date to hold an informal chat concerning the re-development of School Street allotments.

Resolved:  To hold an informal meeting with Parish Cllrs and the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer on Monday 27th January at 6.00pm.
UPC 197 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
Cllr E Farmer – Exercise equipment for School Street green – to approve actions thereafter.

Resolved:  The Clerk to clarify the costs for the exercise equipment which is sited on Rose Estate playing field and to place this on the agenda with costs for the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr Merrington referred to a previous decision made regarding the purchasing of goal posts for Rose Estate playing field and requested the posts purchased are 12ft wide x 6ft high.  The Parish Council didn’t have any objections with this decision.

Cllr C Merrington – to discuss Volunteer(s) gift card(s) and approve costs or actions thereafter.


Resolved:  To purchase one gift card of £100.00 only.
UPC 198 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st November 2024 to 30th November 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors prior to the meeting
Cllr S Hodson asked if the Council had a warranty and is this information available with the roof contractor. Clerk reported the contractor has given a 20-year warranty.
UPC 199 Planning matters:  - see attached list.
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
24/01842/FUL 67 Harewood Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1HZ. Part two, part single storey extension to rear
24/00927/FUL Upton ARLFC Clubhouse Quarry Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1DA.  Single storey side extension to single storey building to form new changing rooms.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
22/02318/FUL – Upton Village Hall, Harewood Lane, WF9 1JB – extension to rear of building                         

Issues were discussed regarding planning application 24/00927/FUL as the Parish Council have not been approached as the landowner by Upton Rugby Club.  The chairman requested the Clerk look for the name on the planning application and they are written to them to request a copy of the drawings and what they would like to do.  Clerk said that in correspondence is an email from the Rugby Club requesting to meet with the Council, The Chairman felt it best to write to the Rugby Club in the first instance.

Resolved:  Clerk to write to the person who is named on the planning application.
The Chairman requested the Clerk to print off and scan across to all Cllrs the plans for the Rugby Club which are on WMDC website and also the approved plans for the Village Hall.  He also suggested the plans for the Village Hall be displayed in the Village Hall.

UPC 200 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.
· Email from Upton Rugby Club regarding their recent submission of a planning application requesting to meet with Parish Cllrs– see attached.
· Email from a parishioner - see attached.

UPC 201 To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  This item was not required. 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions and closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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