MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD
15th APRIL 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Twelve members of the public were in attendance.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles was not in attendance therefore the Vice-Chairman, Cllr P Costello chaired the meeting.  The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.

A public session was requested.

Issue 1: An allotment holder from School Street allotment site asked when a meeting was to be arranged to discuss issues with his pigeons.  The Chairman responded this is to be arranged in the next few weeks. 

Issue 2:  A resident reported on the meeting which she had with Cllr L Taylor regarding the current state of the Miners Memorial and asked about the previous design plans which had been produced for this garden.  As Cllr L Taylor had requested this for the agenda, the discussion ended at this point.  It was asked if this item could be brought forward for discussion.  Council approved this action.

Issue 3:  The Village Warden gave a report in the Crime Prevention and Information Day organised in conjunction with West Yorkshire Police.  The Village Warden also reported he is working with local Police to organise a Neighbourhood Watch scheme and will be visiting residents with the local PSCO to advice on crime prevention.

As there were no further issues raised the Chairman proceeded with the meeting.
 
Cllrs attended		P Costello – Acting Chairman
 				A Holmes 
E Farmer
L Taylor
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 262 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs, A Miles, C Merrington, K Wilson, E Jones P Dainty and District Cllrs A Garbutt and J Carrington and r Massey are in purdur   
Resolved: Apologies were noted


UPC 263 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs A Miles, C Merrington, K Wilson, E Jones and P Dainty were approved.


UPC 264 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
264.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
264.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 265 To receive and approve the minutes from the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held 12th February 2024.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 12th February 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 266 To receive and approve the minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee 4th March 2024 and to discuss/approve any recommendations made.
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 4th March 2024 were accepted and approved as a true record.


UPC 267 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting 25th March 2024.
Resolved: The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 25th March 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 268 To receive minutes and recommendations from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 8th April 2024. – Please note recommendation.
Resolved:  The minutes and recommendation from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee were accepted and approved


UPC 269 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllrs are in purdur at the moment, so no reports have been received.


UPC 270 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
· Cllr S Pallett reported on the litter picking group which meets each Thursday morning.
· Cllr S Pallett reported Upton Library has now received funding to allow the running of a small youth scheme and will update the Parish Council with more details when they are published.
· Cllr P Costello reported on the Crime Prevention and Information Day held in the Village Hall 13th April 2024 with a number of PSCO’s and Police Officers, with some local community groups and the Village Warden. Some of the concerned raised were:
· Break-ins which have been so bad residents are unable to get insurance cover.  The PCSO’s, Village Warden and PC Oxley will work together and monitor the situation.
· Issues were reported regarding litter, youths on bikes obstructing people in bus stops etc.
· Illegal parking of vehicles – PSCO’s say they will investigate this.
· Questions were asked about the old Welfare Hall and the Young Peoples Centre.
· Good remarks were received about the new flower tubs which have been placed throughout the village.
· It was suggested to try to organise a ‘fun day’ in the summer months on Rose Estate playing field and to try and make this a good event.
· A lot if information which had been provided about the Parish Council was handed out.

UPC 271 To receive correspondence from Upton RLFC following last month’s Parish Council meeting regarding defibrillators in Parish Councillors reports.
Resolved: It was felt that as this defibrillator was to be for public use it was approved to reimburse Upton RLFC the cost.  To also provide a further defibrillator on the Crows Nest public house as this was halfway through the village, to seek approval from the owners of the Crows Nest public house.  Clerk to place on the agenda to approve the costs for the defibrillator and any additional costs for installation.


UPC 272 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk161215694]Cllr A Miles – To have a questionnaire to be distributed to every household in the Parish asking what it is they would like to see the Parish Council do that would be of benefit to the Parish.  To be distributed by a company.  To also consider a budget for this to be carried out.  Exact wording of the questionnaire to be decided at a later date.
a. Resolved:  To place on the agenda for next months Parish Council meeting as the Cllr A Miles was unable to attend this meeting.
b) Cllr L Taylor – requests for works carried out following a site visit with two residents on the Miners Memorial Garden.
Standing Orders were suspended to allow members of the public to join in the discussions.  Cllr L Taylor gave a list of works from the meeting she has with the resident who had raised the issue of the current state of the Miners Memorial Garden.
LITTER BIN, requires moving upwards from the bottom of the lampost. 
BRAMBLES, need digging out esp in middle bit around the main stone.
GRASS, needs edging at pathways with lawn edger this will allow the stones to be reinstated along the pathways.
IVY needs trimming at bottom of trees. 
LEAVES dead leaves should now be moved from top corner which were put there in the Autumn. 
ALL HEDGING trimmed October would be best now.
FALLEN BRANCHES need removing from hedging and shredding and placed on the allotments.
PATHS regular maintenance.
It was also asked what happened to the plans which were produced to revamp the garden.
Resolved:  Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed to revisit the plans which had been previously produced and to place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting. 

The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders and carried on with Parish Council business.

UPC 273 To consider the loaning of old Marching Band Equipment currently in storage.
Resolved: To leave in obeyance for the moment until further information is received


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 274 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st March 2024 to 31st March 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
The Clerk informed the Council that Rialtas will be carrying out a full audit of its computerised accounts system on Monday 29th April so will be unavailable from 1.00pm until 6.00pm. No issues were raised regarding the accounts.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.  


UPC 275 Planning Matters
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
24/00501/FUL 47 Barnsdale Way Upton Pontefract WF9 1LS. Proposed loft conversion, rear dormer and single storey extension to rear.
Resolved:  No issues were raised


UPC 276 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
Facebook: Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc. 
Emails from Residents: Miners Memorial paths – previously sent to Cllrs.
Written Correspondence: 
· Letter received from Upton Library re:  Information on the use of the donation of £500.00 from the Parish Council re: Warm Spaces.
· Letter received from Friends of the Community - re donation and support to the Food Bank of £500.00 per quarter until further notice.


UPC 278 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved: Approved.


UPC 279 Verbal report on the informal meeting with Keepmoat on Monday 8th April 2024.
The Chairman gave a verbal report on the informal meeting with Keepmoat regarding the planning application 21/02856/FUL and are waiting to hear back from Keepmoat.



As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  

Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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