  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

15th APRIL 2015 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Forty four members of public attended and also a PSCO Officer 
The Chairman stated that Item 17 on the agenda ‘To discuss and approve Lease for Stables and Field Grazing - Cllr L Pickin – no information supplied’ would be brought forward to be allowed to be discussed after item 3 ‘To approve Applications for Dispensations’
No objections to this was received

Public session requested.

Issues raised for discussion were:
The current situation concerning the lease for Bell Street allotments

The current situation concerning Upton Library

The current situation concerning the lease for the stables situated on Harewood Lane allotment site

The Chairman closed the public session at 7.28 and proceeded to start with the business of the Parish Council meeting.

Cllrs attending

L Pickin - Chairman

S Pallett
D Wheat

P Kitching

D Gillatt

A Gillatt 

S Hodson 
B Graham 

Also in attendance were the Parish Council Clerk/RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Deputy Clerk/Project Officer, Mrs J Patton
UPC 01 Apologies 

P Oxby – other commitments




C Wheat – illness




P Dainty – other commitments 
UPC 02 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved:  Cllr D Wheat gave a verbal declaration of interest for items 5 and 17.  
Item 5 To Request the Parish Councils Solicitor negotiate a lease for the Bell Street Allotment site on behalf of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council with the land owner of the site following the informal meeting held with Bell Street allotment holders – Cllr L Pickin
UPC 03 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:   Cllr Pickin reminded the meeting of his dispensation regarding UNEF
UPC 04 To discuss and approve Lease for Stables and Field Grazing - Cllr L Pickin – no information supplied
Copies of the lease were handed out by the Chairman at the meeting.  Some Cllrs raised the issue of this being presented on the night for approval.  The Chairman stated he has contact Sheena at YLCA and she said that this could be done.  Cllr B Graham asked the Clerk if she has had sight of this, the Clerk responded ‘no she was only presented with this at the meeting same as all the Parish Councillors. The Chairman proposed the lease presented to the Parish Council on the night be accepted.

Resolved:  Approved, Cllr P Kitching requested it minuting she abstained from voting as she felt this should have been presented to the Parish Council before the meeting.
UPC 05 To received report from PCSO
The Officer had to leave due to a call out.
UPC 06 To Request the Parish Councils Solicitor negotiate a lease for the Bell Street Allotment site on behalf of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council with the land owner of the site following the informal meeting held with Bell Street allotment holders – Cllr L Pickin 

The Chairman read out the following information he received from the Solicitor.
“I enclose a copy of my letter to Mrs Hansen’s Solicitors.  We have to be clear that if she is simply not interested in negotiating a new Agreement the site will have to be vacated.  We have approached the matter on the basis of apologising that what was agreed at Court was not implemented and on the basis is probably going to be fairly useless to her in the hope that she would be happy to have a formal Agreement in place, the site managed and her income maintained.  I will of course let you know one we have a reply”  The Chairman then read out the letter sent to Mrs Hansens Solicitor.  The chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow the public to speak on the issue at 7.30pm and at 7.42pm Standing Orders were reinstated 

A proposal was put forward which was to rescind the Parish Councils previous decision in minute UPC 436 in accordance with the Parish Councils Standing Orders and to instruct Maurice Smiths Solicitor to negotiate a lease for Bell Street allotments on behalf of the Parish Council.  This was seconded
Resolved: The Proposal was carried.

UPC 07 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting Wednesday 18th March 2015 – see attached

The Chairman asked if the date which was stated 12th March 2014 in minuted UPC 435 was correct.  The Clerk responded ‘that was the date stated”.

Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting were approved and the Chairman to check this date is correct, once this has been clarified the minutes are to be signed as a true record

UPC 08 To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 1st April 2015 see attached 
Cllr D Gillatt said he requested it noting he had signed the cheque concerning minute VHFC 12.  This was agreed.  A further lengthy discussion took part over the following sentence, ‘Various exchanges by Parish Councillors and public took place’ also in minute VHFC 12
Resolved:  To reword the minute to omit and public
Cllr P Kitching said she was sorry but she had to leave the meeting.  Cllr P Kitching left at 8.05pm

UPC 09 Minutes from Employment/Staffing Committee 31st October 2014 - awaiting

Chairman started that Minutes from this meeting are not available as of yet but will be circulated once they are produced.

UPC 10 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

As there were no District Cllrs attending no report was given.  
UPC 11 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only     
Cllr D Wheat reported on the gap in the fencing which has just been erected on the ‘Green Hat’ bridge but added this has a protective piece of fencing over the top of it to protect the public.  Cllr L Pickin stated it was Alister Dor from WMDC who was dealing with the issue.  
Resolved:  Clerk to contact either Alistair Dor or Paul Platts for an update
UPC 12 To approve costs for two seats and installation on Minsthorpe field. Cost is approx £1220.00

The Chairman proposed this cost be met and also to request WMDC also install two other seats on the Upton Country Park

Resolved:  This was agreed
UPC 13 To approve costs for further CAB sessions for the year 2015 to 2016

Resolved: Approved
UPC 14 Financial Regulations 
Resolved:  As there could be a new Council in place after the elections on the 7th May 2015 it was agreed to bring the Financial Regulation to the next meeting.
UPC 15 Planning permission for flag poles – as requested at the last Parish Council meeting 
Resolved:  One to be placed at the Village Hall and one in the Memorial Garden.  Cost of planning permission agreed.  Clerk to take up the issue
UPC 16 Copy of accounts received from UNEF from April 2014 to February 2015

The Chairman also handed out copies of accounts from UNEF dated March 2015 at the meeting
Resolved: These were noted.

UPC 17 To approve the Parish Council seek advice from a Solicitor to respond to the article in the Hemsworth and South Elmsall Express 9th April 2015 concerning the closure of Upton Library – Cllr D Wheat

Cllr D Wheat explained why she felt the Parish Council should respond to the article in the Hemsworth and South Elmsall Express and to have the use of a Solicitor to do this.  Cllr D Wheat proposed this action but there wasn’t a seconder
Resolved:  No further action 
UPC 18 Request to the Chairman to explain his actions regarding the threat to expel Cllr P Oxby from the last Parish Council meeting and to allow public to verbally abuse Parish Councillors at the same meeting – Cllr D Wheat

The Chairman offered his explanation and requested it minuting he did not threat to expel Cllr P Oxby but remove him
UPC 19 To consider and approve 4 day IOSH Managing Safely Course for Deputy Clerk/Project Officer cost of is £409 + VAT (£490.80) based in Leeds.  Clerk/Project Officer – see attached information 

Cllr A Gillatt asked Mrs Patton for details of what the course will offer.
Resolved:  Course costs approved and travel costs by train also approved.  Cllr D Wheat requested it be minuted she abstained from voting
UPC 20 Anonymous complaint received via WMDC concerning a Parishioner on Harewood Lane – see attached

 Resolved:  To carry out the same procedure concerning the path to the rear of properties numbered 1 to 23 Harewood Lane
UPC 21 To approve bank transfer of unpaid Direct Debits for franking machine until the Direct Debit has been sorted
Resolved:  Action approved
UPC 22 To set a date for the Annual Parish Meeting – to take place prior to the 1st June 2015 - Preferably Monday evening as there are no bookings in the Village Hall

Resolved:  To hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 26th May 2015 at 6.00pm

UPC 23 To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parties

Littering, flytipping
Cllr S Pallett reported he has litter picked on and around Field Lane.  Cllr D Wheat reported she has been informed of a litter build up on Cow Lane and Sandy Lane
Memorial Garden
Clerk reported that planning permission for the flag pole will be ready to sent to the Planning Department on Friday
Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC
No further information has been received 
Christmas lights and trees
No further information has been received
Harewood Lane Allotments
Skip to be delivered hopefully this week
School Street Allotments
No report was given
Rose Estate Playing Field
No report was given
Cllr S Hodson left the meeting at 9.00pm

UPC 24 Financial Statement – see attached
Resolved:  No issues raised.

UPC 25 Planning Matters – see attached

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
15/00574/FUL Westbury Bungalow, Barnsdale Way, Upton.  Attached garage to side

15/00577/FUL Co-op Late Shop, 58 Ash Grove, South Elmsall.  Proposal to install an automated teller machine (ATM) through a shop front.

15/00578/ADV Co-op Late Shop, 58 Ash Grove, South Elmsall.  A non illuminated advertisement to surround the ATM.

15/00780/FUL Badsworth View, Equestrian Naze, Beconsfield Road.  Construction and laying out of a ménage for horse exercise including cutting and filling of land levels

15/00751/FUL 71 Richmond Road, Upton, Two storey extension to side
UPC 26 Correspondence – see attached

Letter received from Parishioner regarding the closure of the Library facility

Resolved:  Noted

Letter received from a Parishioner regarding Bullcarr Mires/Pig Farm.  To request the Parish Council arrange to take water samples.
Resolved: To place on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting to consider this action
UPC 27 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  Approved 

UPC 28 Letter received from R L Stanley re Pension automatic enrolment

Resolved:  Clerk to write to R L Stanley to say thank you but the Parish Councils employment/Staffing Committee will be dealing with this
Cllr D Wheat left the meeting at 9.10pm

UPC 29 To confirm overtime payment for Deputy Clerk/Project Officer for March 2015 and members of staff for April 2015

Resolved:  Staff overtime payments were agreed.  To pay the Deputy Clerk/Project Officer time and half for last month as this has been previously paid.  In future the Deputy Clerk/Project Officer will work 37 hours before any overtime payments will occur.
UPC 30 Cllr D Wheat requests updates on both complaints against her and complaints which she has submitted to the Parish Council 

It was recommended due to Cllr D Wheat not being in attendance this item will not be discussed.

Resolved:  Agreed

Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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