MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
30th APRIL 2018

Twenty-eight members of the public were in attendance

The Chairman, Cllr B Mears opened the meeting at 6.30pm

Councillors present	B Mears – Chairman
			P Oxby – Vice Chairman
A Miles
B Tallon
C Hobson
L Pallett
L Pickin
N Goodall
P Costello 
P Kitching 
P Mears
R Johnson
S Pallett
S Scott

01 Apologies for absence – 	None received

02 Report from Chairman
It’s been a positive year for the Parish Council and gave the following report.

Book Xchange
There has been the building of the extension which has been dedicated to Mr Eric Clamp which is now going to provide the new Book Xchange.   The Parish Council will be working with Wakefield library services to help deliver services such as help for people with dementia and children with dyslexia and we hope to see this service go from strength to strength.

Sports Pavilion
We worked with Upton United Juniors CSC in successfully acquiring funding to build the community pavilion on Upton Country Park.  The funding has been given so as to allow community use of the building.

Events
We saw the first 40’s and 50/60s events which were a great success and due to residents requesting more events like this they will be taking place again this year.  Once again, we had a great pantomime three showing over two days.  We worked with Upton Camera Club and built a Santa’s grotto.  Hot dogs were given out at half time and this went down well.  I would personally like to thank everyone who came along and volunteered their time for all the events over the last 12 months.  I am aware the events take time to organise and these people give up their free time to come along and help run them too.  Children’s school holiday events were also well attended especially the Wrestling.


Waste bins
New waste bins have been purchased and fitted around the Parish both free standing and lamppost bins

School Street
A successful planning application has been obtained for the re-development of School Street green. A funding application has been submitted to WREN and we will know if we have been successful at the end of May.  The scheme includes parking bays, a low fence around the green to try and stop cars and other motor vehicles crossing the green.  To include play equipment for both abled and disabled children and the area is to be landscaped.

Swimming baths and the car park adjacent to Upton Infant School
The opening of Minsthorpe swimming baths which cost 5 million pounds provided by WMDC and I would personally like to thank the District Councillors for fighting our Parishioners corner in Wakefield for this facility.  The same goes for the newly re-surfaced car park on Upton Country Park

THIS YEARS PROJECTS 

· School Street allotments development
· To update the memorial garden on Waggon Lane
· To start looking at updating the Miners Memorial Garden 
· Speeding signs in some areas of Upton and North Elmsall
· Possibly CCTV throughout Upton and North Elmsall 
· Due to the positive feed back received for the 40s, 50/60s events, children’s summer holiday affordable events and the Christmas Pantomime will carry on this year

Rose Estate playing field
Now the Parish Development Working Party are supporting Upton Warriors with the help of officers from Wakefield District Council to gain funding to develop Rose Estate playing field to allow access to several sports open to all children and adults off all ages and abilities.  This project is in its infancy but with the help and support from the Parish Council and WMDC we hope to see this come to fruition.

03 Minutes - To approve and sign minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 23rd May 2018.
Cllr P Costello said there were a few things she didn’t agree with.  Cllr P Costello said regarding the completion of the extension, it should have been reported that a lot of discussion took place and it was to be use for work experience along with a training room, also matters arising 05, where is says cost of the recent building works for the extension, a parishioner raised a question regarding the deficit of £10,800.00, it appeared the Clerk ha sent the wrong scale plans received from the Architect to the builders which resulted in an under estimate of the building works.  The question was asked as to how the Council was to get back the £10,800.00. the response was the Council was not going to pursue it, that was the question and response given and could this be clarified?   
Resolved:  The minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting were not approved.

A Parishioner asked to speak on the minutes and thanked the Parish Council for raising the issue of dog fowling and raised asked if there were any updates on the health and safety issue
regarding children using the pathway on to the A638 from ‘Blue Bell Estate’.  The Chairman said as the matter was a highways issue this had been reported to the WMDC District Cllrs, the Parishioner asked if there was a time given on reporting issues as it’s been a whole year since she raised the issue.  The Chairman said he wasn’t sure but the Clerk will pursue this tomorrow. Cllr A Miles said he could answer that question Cllr A Miles said when this was reported to the District Councillors their response was ‘people should know not to go on to the road’.  Cllr C Hobson asked Cllr P Oxby if this had been brought up at a road safety meeting, Cllr P Oxby said both he and Cllr L Pallett attended the meeting and the Chairman of the Committee was following it through.  Cllr C Hobson then asked Cllr L Pallett if he could also chase this for the Parishioner and Cllr L Pallett said he would
   
04 Financial Report
The same Parishioner asked if someone was in a position to present the financial report? Issues were raised as the Parishioners had only seen site of the report for the meeting.  The Chairman made the suggestion, the Clerk could address these either later in the meeting or after the meeting or the day. The report given at the meeting was over 6 pages long which showed an analysis of the payments made by the Parish Council in the financial year 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018, bank reconciliation on all its accounts and bank showed balances.   Cllr L Pickin said the Council has a paid Clerk financial officer and that she should give a verbal report on the accounts. Cllr S Scott said everything is there is black and white for people to see.  As a few more Parishioners requested it being read through to them the Clerk read out the full financial report.  A question was raised regarding the budgeting of the Village Hall and payments made for the extension, which the Clerk answered.  Also, questions were asked what was the professional and legal fees, which the Clerk answered.  The Clerk also informed the Parishioners of the period of time where the public has the right to come in before the Parish Councils accounts go to the External Auditor where they can spend as much time as they liked and raise any issues if they have any concerns.  Other questions raised were elections costs, the donation to Upton Rugby Club, grass cutting costs, which the Clerk and Chairman answered.

05 Matters to be raised by Parishioners - The Chairman will invite parishioners to raise any questions or issues of community interest.
Mrs Hollings raised issues relating to the funding of the Community library and made reference to a Parish Council meeting 19th March 2018.  It was asked if the £40,000.00 funding had now ceased.  The Chairman said it was agreed last year to give 12 months’ notice regarding ceasing the funding.  It was said a petition with 800 signatures on to say they didn’t agree with the stopping of the funding.  Cllr C Hobson said the Parish Council has only received a petition with 52 signatures.  A long discussion took place regarding the petition.  Cllr S Pallett said a petition with 800 signatures had been sent to the House of Commons.  Some of the discussions became quite heated.  The same parishioner also asked as to why she and the Benevolent fund who have used the Village Hall for 30 years have to complete forms to use the hall.  Clerk explained this was to update contact details etc.  Cllr C Hobson said she would like to return to the issue of the petition and said that there are at lease 7½ thousand residents so only 1% of parishioners had signed so she felt that if only 1% were interested £40,000.00 was a lot of money from the precept. The discussion once again became heated. Another parishioner asked if a referendum could be called?  Cllr P Costello said she would like to get back to the library issue and the issue of the petition.  The Chairman tried to bring order to the meeting and said if the disruption didn’t stop, he would close the meeting.  Cllr P Costello went on to say the 800 signatures one went to John Trickett MP and that a member of the public had some interesting comments made by our local MP.  The Chairman asked Cllr B Tallon to speak as he has had his hand up previously to speak. Cllr B Tallon asked the parishioner if she had previously brought in a petition of 250 signatures in 2015 to protect the library which she said yes. Cllr S Pallett also spoke on the petitions and once again the meeting became quite heated.  Parishioners and Parish Councillors were all talking and shouting at once. Once the heated debate subsided Cllr L Pickin said he would like for the Council to see the 800 signatures petition as this is the largest one.  As for the precept this Council precepted five years ago to fund the library and raised issues regarding the Joint Working Agreement between the Parish Council and Upton and North Elmsall Community Forum.  A further parishioner asked the Chairman if the rumours were right that if the library closes that he and his wife were going to get the lease and run a café from there.  The Chairman laughed and responded no to the rumours as he has enough running the one shop he has.  Another parishioner asked if another rumour could be quashed which was that when Cllr P Oxby was approached about the closing of the library that the Council had plans for the building, the Chairman brought the meeting to order.  Cllr P Oxby asked who had said this, she responded she didn’t know, Cllr P Oxby denied this.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another Parishioner said the building is known as the Upton Community Library and Learning Centre which was one of the reasons why she moved here.  She said are the Council aware of how many people use the building, the Chairman said the Council has asked the very same question to UNEF but never have received an answer.  She went on to emphases the community use of the service and it’s a community hub.  Cllr P Kitching said she takes on board what everyone has said and that even after 12 months from the decision being made to stop the funding of the library for an alternative service there are still questions being raised and are the Council closing the library.  The Parish Council do not have any day to day running of the library building or its services but we do have a responsibility to over 7½ thousand residents.  Upton and North Elmsall Forum is now a registered Charity and the Parish Council has been the only funders until recently when they have received other funding.  As UNEF are now a Charity there is money available for them to claim.  She went on to say money is being used to pay wages out of the public purse.  When you are a Director of a Charity you cannot have any financial gain going into that household if you sit on that board from the board which you sit on, which has been happening. Cllr C Hobson said a report showing accounts etc ready for people to read in case the issue of the library came up.  Cllr S Pallett asked Cllr P Kitching if she is saying that Directors are being paid, no was the response it was the household that was benefiting.  The Chairman quieted the meeting to allow Cllr L Pickin to speak, he asked Cllr P Kitching to prove what she said is true, Cllr P Kitching asked the Clerk to bring out some information from the office.  Cllr L Pickin also said an estimate received from WMDC on costs to run the building was £80,000.00.  He carried to say it’s a Statutory Duty of the Local Authority to provide a library service not the Parish Council and gave a list of other libraries closed.  He also said this had been cleared by Littlejohns External Auditors.  Another parishioner who was a Charity fundraiser said that money for funding for libraries is almost none existent but funding is available for Community Hubs.  The Chairman said the actions taken by the Parish Council to bring the library service in house should in fact help UNEF gain funding. Another parishioner read out a letter received from Jon Trickett MP thanking them for their petition and she stated Jon Trickett MP said the Labour Councillors should re-instate the funding of the library.  The Chairman said that Jon Trickett has never approached the Labour Cllrs and asked to see the letter.  The Chairman requested a copy of the letter.  The Chairman brought the meeting to order and asked Mrs Sedgwick to speak.  She asked if all the furniture in the Village Hall was fire resistant? The Clerk said a fire assessment was carried out last year if anyone wants to call in to view it.  She asked if the two bucket chairs in the new community room were fire resident as they didn’t carry any label’s on so to her they were a fire risk and a health and safety risk.  Cllr B Tallon wished to speak on issues relating to the last Parish Council meeting, the Chairman reminded Cllr B Tallon this was meeting was for the public and not to raise issues relating to other Parish Council meetings.  Cllr P Kitching wished to speak in response to Cllr L Pickin’s earlier question and quoted information from the Governance Tool Kit for Town and Parish Councils: Directors Duties, there may be actual of potential conflict between the interest of the council and the interest of the company for example, the company might be inflating a bid for a council grant in such were circumstances, the only way for proper conflict to be resolved is for the councillor to resign from either the company or the council.  So what I am trying to say is that we have two Cllrs who are Directors which brings me to saying when I was speaking about public money, one of the Directors wife works for UNEF, so which then brings me on to Directors are not allowed to make private profit from their position, they must therefore disclose any interest that they or their family have in relation to the company’s contract.  The Chairman brought the meeting again to order.  Cllr L Pickin stated again that UNEF had been cleared by Littlejohns External Auditor.  Cllr S Pallett went on to inform the public how UNEF work and what their status is and that the service is worth saving.  Cllr C Hobson followed on to say UNEF is a company and that the Parish Council was to only fund the library section only; the meeting once again became heated.  Cllr S Scott in 2013 he attended a meeting with the internal auditor and a few Parish Councillors and the internal auditor said he would advise that this would be unstainable without other funding.  Cllr P Kitching read out a section of the original Joint Working Agreement between the Parish Council and UNEF in 2013: 

The aim of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council is help Upton and North Elmsall Community Forum achieve its goal of leasing Upton Library to become ‘The Upton and North Elmsall Centre for Learning and Community Development’.

The aim of Upton and North Elmsall Community Forum is to create a management structure that is self-sustaining in terms of running the centre and contributes to the overall wellbeing of the community.  They will achieve this by appointing a ‘Centre Manager’ reporting to the UNEF Committee as a paid employee.  The person appointed will be employed for 28 hours a week to co-ordinate volunteers and work with local groups to identify future funding opportunities.  The long term aim of Upton and North Elmsall Community Forum is to make the venture self-financing within two years.

Cllr L Pickin tried to response by saying that agreement wasn’t signed. Cllr P Kitching went on to say UNEF refused to sign it hence 5 Cllrs walked out because they knew the pressure that would be put on the public funds, then at the time Cllr L Pickin being Chairman of the Parish Council and the Library Manager at that time drew up a new agreement. A heated exchange took place between Cllr L Pickin and Cllr P Kitching.  Issues relating the accounts produced by UNEF regarding the amount of funding going toward salaries.  The Chairman brought the meeting to order, but this again got heated and out of control so the meeting was closed at 7.50pm.


Chairman _______________________________________________________________


Date of Signing ______________________________________________________________
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