MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
FOR UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
22nd APRIL 2024 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm Six members of the public were in attendance.  Also attending were the Parish Councils Allotment Officer – Mrs Angela Spencer, Village Warden Paul Wilson and volunteer Village Warden – Kyle Wilson
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm

Councillors present	A Miles - Chairman
			P Costello – Vice-Chairman
C Merrington
E Farmer
L Taylor
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms P Kitchin
	
01 Apologies received for absence.
Resolved: None received.


02 Report from Chairman
Cllr A Miles gave the following report.
He thanked Cllrs P Costello and B Mears for standing in for him while he was ill.  The Council have two new Cllrs this year these being Shaun Hodson and Paul Dainty.  A Council van has been purchased to allow the Village Warden to carry out various duties.  Over the year the Council supported many projects including the Christmas Pantomime, the Food Bank which is in the Village Hall and is run by Friends of the Community, Christmas tree and lighting throughout the village, supported fireworks for Upton Rugby Club and Citizens Advice at the Village Hall.  Also, we now have flower containers throughout the village.  In the Village Hall there is now a full programme of various activities, here are just a few, Over 60s Keep Fit, Bless Crochet Club, Hit Fitness, the Goddess Group, Upton Ladies Group, Upton District Camera Club and the Upton and North Elmsall History Group.  There is a timetable available with all the activities listed.  To thank Cllrs Louise Taylor and Steven Pallett for giving up their free time to organise litter picks and it is making a big difference.  Cllr Pallett said he would like to thank some members of the public who also volunteer with this new litter picking group.  The Council also provide a summer camp for the children during the long school holiday.  

School Street allotment is to be refurbished this financial year with the planning of approx. 17 new allotment plots.  Cllr Miles said he can’t mention School Street without mentioning the transformation of the section of what was derelict land which now houses the Community Garden and to thank Cllr C Merrington for all his hard work and contributions to getting this completed.

Rose Estate playing field is to get some new play equipment which the Council thought would be in for Easter this year but unfortunately it will be later due to manufacturing issues.

Most people will know that Keepmoat are planning to build 144 houses on the old Bell Street allotment site. The Council have had a couple of meetings with Keepmoat and stressed they are concerned about the lack of school places Drs and the main infrastructure, but the main problem is the access to the site.

Out of the Chairmans Allowance he has funded a bus trip to the Mining Museum on the 13th May and there are just a few places left.  None of this could happen without the backroom staff and thanked the Clerk, Allotment Office, Village Warden and the Cleaner and included the Village Warden volunteer and the Parish Councillors who give up their spare time who don’t get paid and do this for the benefit of our village.


03 Minutes – Minutes - To approve and sign minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th April 2023
A proposer and seconder were received a vote was taken to approve the minutes.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting 24th April 2023 were approved and signed as a true record.


04 Financial report for the financial year 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024 
The Clerk had provided a breakdown of income and expenditure and a balance sheet for all bank accounts up to the 31st March 2024
There were no issues raised.
Resolved:  The financial report for the financial year 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024 was approved


05 Matters to be raised by Parishioners – the Chairman will invite parishioners to raise any questions or issues of community interest. 
The Chairman said he would like to mention for the youth of the village, Upton Library has been funded to employ a youth worker to start working with 11 to 17 year olds, the Library will advertise this once everything has been finalised.  Hopefully they can get feedback to find out what they would like to be provided.

Wrangbrook Working Mens Club was raised, and questions asked what would be happening now this building has been demolished.  Cllr S Pallett responded, the land could be owned by CISWO which could be a difficult situation.

A question was asked ‘how to make a Freedom of Information request to the Parish Council
Issues raised for discussion: Clerk and Chairman informed the resident how to do this.

An allotment holder spoke about his allotment on School Street and how he had arranged for the Council to visit his plot.  The Allotment Officer said the Clerk and Cllr P Costello would be visiting and taking photographs to show the Parish Council so these could be used to look at how the Council could help.  The allotment holder was adamant he didn’t want photographs taken of his plot.

A long discussion took place regarding the planning application by Keepmoat for the 144 houses on Bell Street.  Concerns over the entrance, school and Dr’s places.

Two members of the public mentioned not everyone was aware of this meeting and not everyone has Facebook, Clerk said notices have been placed inn the Parish Councils noticeboards.  They asked if a newsletter could be produced, and they would be happy to help.  Cllr P Costello said she would put it on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

The Chairman asked the Village Warden to give an update on what is currently happening in the village.  He reported the drains are being worked on as we speak, New Lane and Common Lane will be getting resurfaced, but no dates have been given yet and all line marking will be done.  He also said the new litter picking group is making a big difference to the Village.  He also reported he now has various contacts with Metro who will replace any damaged bus stop within 24 hours, Police and Neighbourhood Watch team to name just a few.  He is currently organising a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme with Local Police and will be releasing more details at a later date.   

Some really good information has been given regarding motorbikes and quad bikes throughout the Village and Police are hoping to make some arrests soon.  This led on to members of the public discussing further. The Chaiman thanked Paul for his update.

A member said firstly she would like to thank the Council for the support they have given Bless Community Services.  She said she had been approached by Happy Hungry Holidays and about 7 members of the public to ask if there was a building which they could have a regular meeting place on a regular basis.  Cllr C Merrington when on to say he and several Cllrs were looking at the possibility of a training barn for Rose Estate which could accommodate such as this, but the scheme is only in its infancy. This led on to a number of comments about youth provisions.


As there were no further questions raised the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.25pm.



Signed by the Chairman ___________________________________


Date ____________________________________________________
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