MINUTES FROM THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
7th April 2025.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm and welcomed.  No members of the public attended.
No public session was required
Cllrs attending:	L Tayor – Chairman
E Farmer – Vice-chairman
			C Merrington
			S Hodson
S Spencer		
			
Allotment Representatives:
Harewood Lane:	K Stringfellow
H Owen
J Fordham
M Fordham		

School Street:		None in attendance
			
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin
Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer, Mrs A Spencer


ACC 92 To approve apologies for absence. 
Resolved:  No apologies were received


ACC 93 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
93.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved:  None were received 
94.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.


ACC 94 To receive approved report from the Allotment and Community Gardens Committee meeting 3rd March 2025.
Resolved: The report was noted.


ACC 95 To receive the total expenditure for the financial year 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025.
An issue was raised regarding the cost of the corral for the grazing field and works to make a car park and repair to paths on the Harewood Lane allotment site roadway being approved but not yet paid for out of this year’s budget allocation and due to this it could lead to a shortfall in next year’s budget.  The Clerk agreed to make a note of this at the bottom of the report and explained what is in the Terms of Reference 
Extract from the Terms of Reference just for clarification:
7) Any remaining budget cannot be carried forward/over to the following financial year.
8) If the Committee require further funds during the financial year to apply to the full Parish Council with a breakdown of what is required
Resolved: Clerk to make a note of the expenses for the corral, repairs to stone roadways and re-surfacing car-park on Harewood Lane allotment site on the budget report so all Cllrs are aware of this if there is a need to go to the Parish Council to request further monies for the committee.

ACC 96 To consider the amount of budget to request from the Parish Council for the financial year 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026. – Previous financial year was £10,000.00.
 Resolved: Agreed to the same allocation of funds £10,000.00.


ACC 97 To keep In line with the Terms of Reference for this Committee, a place is now free for a representative from Harewood Lane Allotments as Mr Stephen Spencer has been elected to the Parish Council and on the Committee as a Parish Councillor.  
Resolved: Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer will put up posters on Harewood Lane Allotment site to advertise the post.


ACC 98 To receive an update from the Flower and Produce subcommittee on the competition for 2025.
Helen Owen gave a detailed report on the recent actions of the subcommittee with the organizing of the event.  The Chairman thanked Helen for her report.
This was discussed at length with various scenarios put forward.
Resolved: Posters and rules will be placed on the Parish Councils Facebook in the near future.  It was suggested to hold a further meeting of the sub committee around May.


ACC 99 To obtain a quote to resurface paths on Community Garden on School Street.
Resolved: The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer to source quotes for the paths to be taken up and replaced with road plainings.


ACC 100 To move ceramic showers from Harewood Lane allotment site to either be sited on the Community Garden or stored in metal containers on School Street Community Garden.
Resolved: To allow a budget of not more than £200.00 to carry this out and for the ceramic showers to be used in the Community Garden.


ACC 101 To discuss open and locking of the School Street Community Garden. 
Resolved: To keep the community garden open until further notice.


ACC 102 To approve costs for plants for approx. 88 whiskey barrels.
Cllr C Merrington said he didn’t now require the insecticide and only 1 litre of Jays Fluid but was happy with the amount charged for the following flowers and compost:
	Product
	Qty

	Fish, Blood Bone 8kg Tubs
	3

	Surfinia Plugs Tray of 84
	1

	Begonia Bedding Tray of 350
	1

	Marigold Tray of 350
	1

	Bacopa Plugs Tray of 84
	1

	Verbena Bedding Tray of 350
	1

	Geraniums Bedding
	1000

	Multipurpose Compost 60lt Bag
	40

	Total cost
	£746.00

	
	


Cllr C Merrington said he will require more flowers for the Miners Memorial garden to fill the miners tubs and hoping to do small hanging baskets with the children from Upton Primary School.
Resolved: To allow up to £1,000.00 from the Committee’s budget for the flowers and compost recorded and to allow Cllr C Merrington to purchase the flowers required.


ACC 103 To discuss watering of the flower display whiskey barrels for this season 
Resolved:  Cllr C Merrington to ask a handyman who has carried out work previously for the Parish Council if he could cover on a short term basis and to water the barrels twice a week.  


ACC 104 To consider re-siting the Parish Councils container on Harewood Lane allotments nearer to the main gates. 
Resolved: To allow the Allotment, Stable and grazing Officer no more than £200.00 to arrange for the container to be re-sited.


ACC 105 For information – Upton Primary School will be starting back on the Community Garden on the 29th and 30th April and Cllr C Merrington will be there to supervise the children.
This was noted.


ACC 106 To approve costs for a large skip to clear rubbish on Community Garden ready for when children start going – cost approx. £240.00. 
Resolved: Costs approved, Cllr C Merrington to inform the Clerk when it is required.


ACC 107 To discuss cost to replace engine on the wood chipper – to ship from China - £600.00 – To approve actions/costs thereafter
Chairman requested this item go to full council.   
Resolved: To be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
 

ACC 108 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved: Item not required.

As there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.10pm.


Signed ___________________________________________


Date approved _____________________________________
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