MINUTES FROM THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
2nd SEPTEMBER 2024.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm No members of the public were in attendance.

Cllrs attending:	L Tayor – Chairman
			C Merrington
			E Farmer

Allotment Representatives:
Harewood Lane:	H Owen
S Spencer
			J Fordham
			M Fordham
			K Stringfellow

School Street:		K Lynch

The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin
Allotment Officer, Mrs A Spencer


ACC 21 To approve apologies for absence. 
Resolved:  Apologies were received from Cllr K Wilson and Cllr P Costello.


ACC 22 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
22.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
22.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.


ACC 23 To receive minutes from the Allotment and Community Gardens Committee meeting August 5th, 2024.
Resolved:  Minutes were noted.


ACC 24 To receive any updates on the Allotment and Produce Competition.
The Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer reported she had received three individual entries for the produce competition and had sourced judges to judge both the produce and best allotment competition.  Timetable for the event is:
Closing date for entries is 4.00pm 30th August 2024
8.30am – 10.00am for produce entry
9.00am – 10.00am for walk around allotment
12.00 noon for judging of equipment. 
To request the judges, arrive on the 14th September at 9.00am.  To purchase a shield for the winner for the best allotment and this to be used for future competitions. The Allotment Officer will be there on the day along with Mrs Helen Owen and the Chairman of the Allotment and Community Garden Committee, Cllr L Taylor.


ACC 25 To receive an update on the Sycamore tree near stable block 1 spoke of in public session at the last Allotment, and Community Garden Committee meeting 1st July 2024.
Resolved:  To get photographs of the tree and bring back to the next meeting of this committee for further discussion on how best to deal with the issue.


ACC 26 Request and suggestions received from horse owner regarding the excessive amounts of Ragwort on the grazing field – To approve any actions/costs thereafter.
This issue was discussed at length with various scenarios being suggested.
Resolved:  To look at spraying the grazing field next May 2025 and to make sure the spary is for Ragwort and Buttercups.


ACC 27 To approve costs to purchase two tonne of hardcore and hire of wacker plate for (£35.00) per day to complete works on the roadway on Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved:  To source price for a full load of hardcore, which could then be used all year round and to approve the hire of a wacker plate for the Village Warden to allow repairs to the roadways on Harewood Lane and School Street roadways as and when required to the end of 2024.


ACC 28 To approve costs for materials to insulate taps on Harewood Lane allotment site ready for winter. – to approve up to £500.00.
The Village Warden produced a report on this item.
Resolved:  Allotment Officer to source various ways to insulate the taps and to bring back to the next meeting of this committee.


ACC 29 To approve the moving of the small green container to another area on Harewood Lane allotment site and approve any costs for this to be carried out.
Resolved:  Cost were approved.  


ACC 30 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer gave a verbal report on new plot holders on Harewood Lane.  Grass snakes have been reported on Harwood Lane allotment site, the Village Warden contacted the PCSO who is the Animal Welfare Officer for this area about the snakes. Both portable toilets are not being cleaned and this is being dealt with.   Further topsoil has been ordered from the recycling center.  Debris will be removed from around the top bay in the next week or two.  A new allotment holder asked if the Council would help with the removal of some concrete slabs, wooden doors also tyres have been left on another plot.  
Resolved:  To arrange for the Village Warden to bring the tyres around to the Community Garden as they can be used to keep down the membrane which is to be put on the raised beds


ACC 31 To discuss issues relating to School Street allotment site revamp. 
Clerk suggested a letter be sent a polite reminder to the remaining allotment holders on School Street both this month and next month to remind them of the 12 month notice and that everything should be removed off site from their plots before the 25th October 2024 or they could be charged by the Council to remove it after this date.  Further discussions took place.
Resolved:  The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer to source quotes to install and rent Harris/Heras fencing and to bring to the next meeting of this committee.


ACC 32 To discuss issues recently raised about the Community Garden on School Street. 
Cllr C Merrington reported he would like to take a bit more of a back seat regarding the maintenance of the community garden and there are no volunteers to help.  He asked if the Village Warden would be able to carry out some of the more challenging tasks.  He said he would meet with the Clerk to discuss what works would be required by the Village Warden.  Clerk to speak with the Village Warden about the extra workload.


ACC 33 To receive/approve one of the quotes for Harris fencing to replace solid metal fencing between two plots on Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved:  To leave in obeyance.


ACC 34 To approve the purchase of requested flowers and supplies for winter flower displays.
The Clerk had source quotes for flowers and supplies requested by Cllr C Merrington and Cllr L Taylor.  
Resolved:  Agreed to order the following from Newstead Garden Centre:
1000 – Primula Plugs
1000 – Pansy Plugs
700 - Primula Plants
700 – Pansy Plants
2 x 20 litre bags of Feed and Weed
1 x 20 litre bag of Fish Blood and Bone
80 bags of multi-purpose compost
Also approved for Cllr C Merrington to purchase £200.00 worth of spring bulbs from Doncaster Market.


ACC 35 In keeping with item 6 on the agenda a quote has been received to cut the grazing field.  To decide if this is the course of action the Allotment and Community Garden wish to take, if so to approve quote received.
Resolved: Item not required as agreed to spray the grazing field next May 2025.


As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.

Signed ___________________________________________


Date approved _____________________________________
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