MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
7th August 2023

Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.  No members of the public were in attendance.  
Cllrs attending
P Costello – Chairman



E Jones 

C Merrington
K Wilson



L Taylor
Allotment representatives 

Harewood Lane:
S Spencer




J Fordham



M Fordham



K Stringfellow




H Owen

School Street:

J Cook



K Lynch
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer, Mrs A Spencer, the Village Warden Mr Paul Wilson and Volunteer K Wilson.
ACC 13 To approve apologies for absences.
Resolved: None were received.
ACC 14 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  

14.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.
14.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.

Resolved:  None were received.
ACC 15 To receive minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting held 4th July 2023 and approved minutes and actions by the Parish Council 17th July 2023
Resolved: Minutes had been received and noted.
ACC 16 To make recommendations to the Parish Council on how best to deal with constant fly tipping on School Street Allotment Site.
The Allotment Officer stated that recent fly tipping items had been set on fire and would recommend to the Parish Council that fencing be placed around the area.  Lengthy discussions took place between all members regarding waiting lists and further plans for School Street site.  It was also said up to date there has been no further fly tipping since the CCTV camera had been installed.

ACC 17 Report from the site visit to School Street allotment site 7th July 2023 and to make recommendations to the Parish Council regarding the road around the site and the two barrier gates.

The Allotment Officer gave a verbal report on the site visit, and it was agreed the area is in desperate need for improvement and cleaning around the edges. The caravan has now been removed and the Japanese Knotweed has been treated.  Discussions took place regarding the gates and road around School Street allotment site.
Resolved:  Before letters are sent to residents about the locking of the gates to the site and to allow keys to be given to all residents who require access, for the Allotment Officer to source solutions on how best to make the gates easier to open and close.  To also source costs for repairs to the roadway.
ACC 18 To approve signs and costs for both Community Gardens and to recommend to the Parish Council to purchase.

The Allotment Officer had sourced a quote for two signs and for a 1m x 1m for £120.00 each.  

Resolved: To recommend to the Parish Council to purchase the two signs
ACC 19 Request received from the Village Warden to allow a small compound to be placed on Harewood Lane allotment site to store Parish Council equipment. To make recommendation to the Parish Council on where this could be sited.

The Village Warden explained why the Parish Council requires further storage possibly on the stoned area on Harewood Lane allotment site.  This is due to the purchase of extra equipment for the Village Warden, trailer, gritter etc.  A few allotment holders on Harewood Lane were not happy with this site due to their property overlooking the area suggested.
Resolved:  It was agreed to carry out a site visit on Monday 14th August at 6.00pm to look at various possibilities.
ACC 20 Report from the opening of the Community Garden 29th July 2023.

Cllr C Merrington and Cllr P Costello gave a verbal report on the opening day.  At least 68/70 adults and children.  A number of Parish Councillors attended, and everyone had a great day and lots of interest was shown in allotments. Both Cllr P Costello and C Merrington have been invited to give a talk on the4 Community Garden by the local Clergy.  Clerk said there had been some positive comments on the Parish Councils Facebook regarding the open day and the garden.  Cllr C Merrington said he would like to see public/local community groups sign up for raised beds.
ACC 21 To allow photographs to be used of the Eco Allotment/Community Garden on Harewood Lane for any promotional photographs by funders of some of their projects on this area.

The Allotment Officer reported Little Buds will be holding an opening ceremony on Friday 11th August 2023, and everyone was welcome to attend.

Resolved:  No issues were raised and agreed to allow photographs to be used for promotional use.
ACC 22 Treatment of possible knotweed on Harewood Lane Allotment site – to approve the Village Warden treat with appropriate chemical weed killer.

Resolved:  As the Village has the correct paperwork for chemical use therefore allow the treatment of the Japanese Knotweed. To work closely with the allotment holder this where the Japanese Knotweed is growing.
ACC 23 To consider making a flower display and visual improvements to the main entrance to Harewood Lane allotment site.

Various scenarios were discussed, including the possibility of placing a number of the newly purchased whiskey barrels at the main entrance.

ACC 24 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 

Resolved:  Approved.
All members of the public left the meeting at this point and only Parish Councillors, the Allotment Officer and the Clerk remained for private business.
ACC 25 Update on issues with a number of plot holders following recommendations at the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting 3rd July 2023.

The Allotment Officer gave a report on a number of plots with various issues raised.

Resolved:  Agreed the Allotment Officer write to the plot holders with concerns raised and request actions be taken to alleviate issue(s) with their plot.

ACC 26 Approve and recommend list of works for School Street allotment site to gain guestimates for the completion of the scheme so this can be presented to the Parish Council before any further actions are taken.

The Allotment Office had compiled a list of works for the Parish Council.
Resolved:  Agreed the Allotment Officer to source guestimate(s) for the list of works and to present them at the full Parish Council meeting 18th September 2023. 
As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for their contributions. 

Signed Chairman ___________________________________________
Date _______________________________________
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