DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
5TH JUNE 2023
Seven members of public was in attendance.  
The meeting opened at 6.00pm and the first item on the agenda was opened to allow a new Chairman for the ensuing year to be elected, prior to the public session.

The Clerk informed everyone the meeting is to be voice recorded but only for minute purposes.

ACC 01 To elect a Chairman for the ensuing year.
Cllr P Costello received a propose and seconder no other nominations were received.

Resolved:  Cllr P Costello was elected as Chairman for the ensuing year.

The Chairman opened the public session.

Questions and comments made are as follows:

· A member of the public said he was in total agreement with item 5 on the agenda due to the number of allotments on Harewood Lane allotment site.

· Confirmation was given on the number of allotments and waiting list for Harwood Lane allotment site.

· An update on works carried out on the Eco-allotment/Community Garden on Harwood Lane was received from an allotment holder and the Allotment Officer confirmed there was still an amount of work to be carried out before various community groups would be safe to use the allotment/community garden.  It was suggested by Cllr Merrington to ask the volunteers who are currently working on the School Street Community Garden if they could help with the works still required.
· Issues were raised about the disrepair of the roadway around the School Street allotment site, it was suggested to place this on the next agenda for the Committee.
As there were no further issues raised the Chairman proceeded with items on the agenda.
Cllrs attending
P Costello – Chairman




E Jones



C Merrington



K Wilson




Cllr A Miles attended as Ex-offico

The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer, Mrs A Spencer.

ACC 02 To elect a Vice-chair for the ensuing year.

Cllr E Jones received a proposer and seconder no other nominations were received.
Resolved:  Cllr E Jones was elected as Vice-chair for the ensuing year.
ACC 03 To approve apologies for absences.
Resolved: None were received.
ACC 04 To receive disclosures of Interest. 

Resolved:  Clerk reported one had been received by Cllr K Wilson to say her husband has an allotment on Harewood Lane.

ACC 05 Terms of Reference - To approve recommendations to the Parish Council – to increase allotment holders from 2 to 5 from Harewood Lane allotment site.

Resolved:  It was agreed to recommend this action to the Parish Council and to amend the current terms of reference to reflect this action.
ACC 06 To elect 2 allotment holders from School Street Allotment  

Two applications were received from Mr J Cannon and Mrs K Lynch
Resolved: Mr Cannon and Mrs Lynch were elected for the ensuing year.
ACC 07 To confirm public opening times for both the Community Garden and the Eco allotment/Community Garden. 

Approved times of opening for the Eco-allotment/Community Garden on Harewood Lane are: 
Monday to Friday 9.00am until 4.00pm once the completion of the works is completed.

Approved times of opening for the Community Garden on School Street are:

Summer hours – 8.00am to 9.00pm

Winter hours - 9.00am until 4.00pm

ACC 08 To confirm what is to be done with any spare produce from the Community Gardens and Eco allotment.

Resolved:  All agreed to pass on to the Upton Food Bank ‘Food for you’.
ACC 09 To consider recommending to the Parish Council to have two signs for the Community Garden on School Street and the Eco allotment/Community Garden on Harewood Lane.

Resolved:  To recommend this action to the Parish Council and the Allotment Officer produces draft notices and to source costs for further approval.
ACC 10 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 

Resolved:  Approved.
ACC 11 To view draft plans for the redevelopment/improvements of School Street allotment site and to make recommendations to the Parish Council to possibly start looking for estimates on the cost of the redevelopment scheme.

Resolved:  To recommend this action and to allow the Allotment Officer to arrange a site visit with Committee members (and Parish Councillors) to the School Street site. To allow the Committee with the Allotment Officer to produce a list of works and approximate/guestimate costs be sourced.
ACC 12 Update on removal of the caravan on School Street allotment site and possible recommendation to the Parish Council on how best to stop this happening again.

The Clerk and Allotment Officer gave an update on the current situation.

As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for their contributions. 

Signed Chairman ___________________________________________
Date _______________________________________
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