MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
13th MAY 2024

Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.    Eleven members of the public and three children attended.  
A public session was requested:

A request was received to view various policies of the Parish Council, hens horses, grazing etc, the Clerk said she would look into this for her.

An allotment holder asked as to why the Committee wish to reduce the number of birds per plot from 12 to 8.  The Chairman and the Allotment Officer explained the Committee was trying to alleviate the issues of rats on the allotment site.  This was one action and other measures were being considered.

A resident reported she had been broken into and had items stolen and took issue that the Parish Councils solar CCTV on the Community Garden which is near to the residents property was not working.  It was explained the lead from the camera had been removed and it showed this on the CCTV footage.


Cllrs attending	P Costello – Chairman  
			C Merrington
			E Farmer
L Taylor
K Wilson
E Jones

Allotment representatives 
Harewood Lane:	H Owen 
			M Fordham
			J   Fordham
			K Stringfellow	
S Spencer
			
School Street:		K Lynch
						
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin 
Allotment Officer Mrs A Spencer

 Mrs K Lynch left the meeting after the public session had ended.

ACC 90 To approve apologies for absences. 
Resolved: Apologies were received from Mr J Cook


ACC 91 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
91.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved:  None were received.
91.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.

ACC 92 To receive approved minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting held 8th April 2024.
 Resolved: Minutes had been received and noted.  H Owen asked for an update on the rat situation.

ACC 93 To consider reducing the number of birds per plot to 8 for new allotment tenants and for current tenants to not replace birds once they have passed away.
[bookmark: _Hlk166572027]Resolved:  This item was discussed at length, and it was agreed to alter the wording to say:  New allotment holders from the date of the Parish Council meeting the policy will be approved are allowed 8 birds only per plot and for existing allotment holders to not replace any birds which naturally pass away until 8 are remining. 

[bookmark: _Hlk166575166]ACC 94 For Information – The allotment agreement can be amended at any time with the approval of the Parish Council.  The procedure would be for this committee to make suggestions as to what amendments it would like to make, these will be put forward to the Parish Council to approve the amendments.
Amendments requested to date:
· All fires must be confined to a purpose burning bin.
· Sheds etc must be mor than 6 inches or 15cm off the floor to try to alleviate the issue with rats.
· New allotment holders from the date of the Parish Council meeting the policy will be approved are allowed 8 birds only per plot and for existing allotment holders to not replace any birds which naturally pass away until 8 are remining.

Requested items to be added.
· Strictly no firearms including any form of pellet gun.
· No alcohol is to be consumed on any allotment of the Parish Councils allotment sites.
· Children must be supervised and restricted to the plot of the adult who is in attendance.
· Social gatherings for barbeques etc – permission must be sourced from the Parish Council at least 5 days prior to the event.
It was also requested due to the severity of the last 4 pointers made, that one writing warning be given if the action is reported again it will be an automatic termination of tenancy from the allotment. 


ACC 95 Would the Committee consider replacing the green metal fence at plot 28 with Harris fencing.
The clerk asked if replacing the fencing would be an easy job.  Mr S Spencer said he would look at this.  
Resolved:  It was agreed to replace the existing metal fencing with Harris fencing.


ACC 96 To allow pigeons to be temporarily housed in plot 28 on Harewood Lane while clearance works are completed on School Street allotment site.
 A suggestion was made to sort out the allotment plots for the owners of pigeons first so they can then move the birds straight over which would be less stressful for the birds.
Resolved:  This suggestion will be considered


ACC 97 To consider the purchasing of stone/plannings to repair potholes on Harewood Lane allotment site.  If approved to bring full costings for repair work to the next meeting of this committee.
Resolved:  Agreed for the Allotment Officer to cost the works for the next meeting.


ACC 98 To inform the Parish Council, all birds, hens, ducks etc are to be registered on the Government websites before October 2024.
This item was noted.


ACC 99 To discuss the cultivation of part of the allotment plot where birds are housed.
Resolved:  To keep inline with the allotment agreement.


ACC 100 To approve retrospective spending of £32.00 to complete the flowers for the whiskey barrels.
Resolved:  Approved.  Cllr C Merrington thanked Cllrs P Costello and L Taylor for their help with the Community Garden and whiskey barrels flower displays.


ACC 101 To approve the purchase of 20 bags of fertiliser/compost at approx. £100.00 – Clerk to purchase as VAT can be claimed back – Cllr C Merrington.
 Resolved:  Cost of £100.00 was approved.


ACC 102 To approve prize money for Sunflower competition – Cllr C Merrington.
Cllr C Merrington informed the meeting 480 sunflower plants had now been delivered to school by the Village Warden and thanked Cllr L Taylor and Cllr P Costello for assisting with the planting.
Resolved:  Approved costs same as the previous year – 5x £5.00 vouchers, 5 medals and one trophy for the winner.
 

ACC 103 To approve purchase of seeds £20.00 – Cllr C Merrington.
Cllr C Merrington informed the meeting he had received a large donation of seeds from members of the public so this will not be required.


ACC 104 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting.
Resolved:  Approved 


ACC 105 To discuss issues relating to School Street allotment site revamp. 
Resolved:  Due to not receiving any response from one of the allotment holders the Allotment Officer to write to the person concerned to say if the Parish Council do not receive any contact from them, following the last day of the notice their plot will be dismantled and they will be charged a fee for the work carried out and any costs regarding disposing of any items on their plot.

ACC 106 To look at the draft policy for the keeping of pigeons on allotments – To suggest any amendments before placing on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting for approval.
Resolved:  No amendments were received.  To place on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting May 20th, 2024, for approval.


ACC 107 Reports of anti-social behaviour received from members of the public on the Community Garden.
Following discussions regarding this issue it was said to monitor the situation.  Permission will not be given again to allow people to stay late on the Community Garden to allow misuse of the Community Garden.






As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions. 




Signed Chairman ___________________________________________


Date _______________________________________
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