MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
08 APRIL 2024

Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.    No members of the public attended.  

Cllrs attending	P Costello – Chairman
			C Merrington
			E Farmer
L Taylor

Allotment representatives 
Harewood Lane:	H Owen 
			M Fordham
			J   Fordham
			K Stringfellow	
S Spencer
			
School Street:		No attendees
						
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin 

ACC 83 To approve apologies for absences.
Resolved: Apologies were received from Cllr A Miles


ACC 84 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
84.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved:  None were received.
784.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.


ACC 85 To receive DRAFT minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting held 4th March 2024. 
To note it was suggested to switch off the water supply from Oct to Mar and to have water checked for underground leaks.
Mr Fordham asked if there were any response regarding the issue with the rats on Harewood Lane allotment site.  Clerk informed him the Allotment Officer was still waiting for a response from WMDC and will chase up the issue.
Resolved: Minutes had been received and noted.


ACC 86 To receive a report following the visit to Harewood Lane allotment site.
The Chairman read out the list and discussions took place.
REPORT ON THE WALK ROUND OF HAREWOOD LANE ALLOTMENTS ON THE 20th of MARCH 2024
Report prepared by the Allotment Officer for the Allotment Meeting 8th April 2024.
In attendance were:
· Angela Spencer Allotment Officer
· Cllr Pauline Costello
· Cllr Louise Taylor
Matters to bring for discussion.
· The road at the entrance and into the allotments need sorting before vehicles get damaged.  – Noted and to look at a solution.
· To ask Village Warden to measure the holes on the dirt road up to entrance one of the allotments and send a report to Wakefield Council. – Village Warden to take photographs and report to WMDC
· Ask the Village Warden to empty the bay at stable block two so this can be used also to clear all the rubbish from in and around the bay. – Volunteers came forward from Harewood Lane allotments to help the Village Warden with this task.
·  To look at all the taps on the allotments and to look at putting some kind of base around the taps.  - Noted
· Roads through the allotments needs looking at and discussing. – To make a recommendation to the Parish Council to approve the adding of the following to the allotment agreement point 27:  Vehicles are only allowed on to the allotment site for unloading of heavy items only, then the vehicle must then be removed off site. To allow one warning only and if the matter persists the allotment holder will be given notice to quit.
· Pollution on allotments need addressing – this should be alleviated with the removal of parked vehicles.
· Storing items on allotments – trailers- wood- machinery not acceptable. – To start to implement point 11 on the Parish Council Allotment Agreement - Not to deposit, or allow deposit of, anywhere on the site, refuse, spoil or other materials, excepting only manure or compost in such quantise as is reasonably required for cultivation.
· All gates and gate holes need attention – To consult with the Village Warden on carrying out this work.
· To stop any more toilets and baths on the allotments – To ensure no further are added to the site.  If any are seen to write to the allotment holder to remove asap.
· Numbers for plots on the allotments needs looking at again – To look at numbering plots – a suggestion was received to place a plan in the noticeboards depicting plot numbers.
Clerk recommends these items be discussed in Private Business – (Plot numbers have been removed)
· Container on allotment plot   needs attention.
· Metal fencing around a few allotment plots need discussing. 
Resolved: Actions taken highlighted in BLUE.  Just to reiterate - Recommendations to the Parish Council:
·  To make a recommendation to the Parish Council to approve the adding of the following to the allotment agreement point 27:  Vehicles are only allowed on to the allotment site for unloading of heavy items only, then the vehicle must then be removed off site. To allow one warning only and if the matter persists the allotment holder will be given notice to quit.
 
ACC 87 To discuss use of bays on Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved:  To use the 4 bays near stable block two – use 2 for woodchip, 1 for topsoil and cover with tarpaulin and 1 for compost.  The 4 bays near stable block 1 – 2 bays for manure so one can rot down to be used the following year, 1 for wood chip and 1 for topsoil.


ACC 88 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting.
Resolved:  Approved 


ACC 89 To discuss issues relating to School Street allotment site revamp.
Nothing further was required to be discussed.

Following on from Minute ACC86 for items placed in Private Business
· Container on allotment plot needs attention.
· Metal fencing around a few allotment plots need discussing. 
Resolved: To write to the allotment holder with the concerns raised regarding the metal container on the allotment site.  To revisit the plots with solid metal fencing




As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.00pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions. 




Signed Chairman ___________________________________________


Date _______________________________________
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