

MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
9th October 2023

Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.  No members of the public were in attendance.  

Chair opened public session:
A member of public asked about various vehicles being left on the lane to the rear of Harewood Lane next to the allotment site which is blocking off one of the entrances to the allotment site.  The Allotment Officer said this has been dealt with and the owner has removed the vehicles. 

Cllrs attending	P Costello – Chairman
			C Merrington
			E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson

Allotment representatives 
Harewood Lane:	S Spencer
			M Fordham
			K Stringfellow
			H Owen
School Street:		J Cannon
				
			
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer, Mrs A Spencer, the Village Warden Mr Paul Wilson and Volunteer K Wilson.
[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]																		
ACC 35 To approve apologies for absences.
Resolved: Cllr L Taylor gave apologies, and they were approved.


[bookmark: _Hlk63327096]ACC 36 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
36.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved:  None were received.
36.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.


ACC 37 To receive approved minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting held 4th September 2023. 
Resolved: Approved Minutes had been received and noted.


ACC 38 Cllr P Costello – to discuss/approve requests received from Helen Owen. representative from Harewood Lane Allotments: 
a. Proposal to hold a flower and produce show at Village Hall – please see report from Helen Owen.
The Chairman asked Helen Owen if she would like to speak on this and the report which she had done, and this led to a lengthly discussion and various scenarios were but forward.  the Allotment Officer said she had already been working on the idea and had produced a poster with information on for the event.  It was suggested to form a working party in the first instance to bring this to fruition for next year.  Parish Cllrs who were interested in this was Cllrs E Farmer, P Costello, C Merrington and Helen Owen.  It was suggested to ask other Parish Cllrs if they would like to become involved, and then to open this to the public.
Resolved:  To place this item on the agenda for the next Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting
Further request received from Julie Harrison, representative from Harewood Lane Allotments 
b. To consider recommending installing a further four taps on to the top half of      Harewood Lane Allotments
	Reasons were given for this request.
Resolved:  For the Allotment Officer to source quotes for the installation of 4 taps and to place these on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting to seek approval of costs.


ACC 39 To approve where to site the portable toilets on the Community Garden and Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved:  Siting of the toilets were approved as the main entrance to the Harewood Lane allotment site and next to the poly tunnel on the Community Garden on School Street.
 

ACC 40 Raised beds in the Community Garden – following the Parish Council meeting September 18th, 2023, to discuss how to let the raised beds and who too – Community Groups, School etc.
(Ten large beds on site) Following discussions, the following was agreed:
Resolved:  Two beds for Upton Primary School, one bed for Friends of the Community to grow for the food bank, one for a regular volunteer (Jerry).  Three for Cllr C Merrington and to allow the remaining beds to be let free of charge to people who are waiting on the list for allotments as School Street allotment site.  


ACC 41 Winter maintenance for the Eco-Allotment – Allotment Officer to provide list of costs and equipment required.
To place on the next agenda.


ACC 42 To allow/make recommendations to the Parish Council to the live streaming of wildlife on the Eco-allotment after dusk hours only.  The Allotment Office will set up the system and be responsible for the running of it.
Resolved:  No issues were raised; the Allotment Officer and S Spencer will set this up


ACC 43 To discussed as agreed at the Extra ordinary Parish Council meeting 2nd October where this committee have been given delegated powers deal with reverting back to:
a. The Parish Council organising the worming programme and to seek reimbursement for payment from the horse owner.
The Allotment Office gave information which had been verbal received from the vet who previously wormed the horses.
Resolved:  To make recommendations to the Parish Council to agree to amend the Parish Councils lease for grazing to say ‘A worm count to be taken each April and October of each year and to worm according to the horse’s requirements.  A copy to be given to the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Office to keep with the horse’s records.

b. The Parish Council organising the winter hay being placed on the grazing field and to seek reimbursement from the horse owner.
A very lengthy discussion took place regarding this issue. Various scenarios were discussed, and the following was approved:
Resolved:  For the moment to leave as is for the horse owner to provide hay for their horses and to re-visit this situation at a later date. 


All members of the public left the meeting at this point and only Parish Councillors, the Allotment Officer and the Clerk remained for private business.


ACC 44 Update on issues with a number of plot holders following recommendations at the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting 7th August 2023.
The Allotment Officer gave an update on issues with a number of plot holders.  
Resolved:  Approve


ACC 45 To discuss issues relating to various allotment holders and to recommend the best course of action and wording of letters in connection to decisions made at the Parish Council meeting September 18th, 2023.
Resolved:  To add to letters to some allotment holders that Cllrs from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee will be happy to speak with individual allotment holders regarding any concerns they may have.


As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.37pm and thanked everyone for their contributions. 


Signed Chairman ___________________________________________


Date _______________________________________
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