

MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
6th November 2023

Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.  Four members of the public were in attendance.  

Chair opened public session:

Chairman asked the Clerk if she had received any questions for the meeting.  As no questions had been previously sent if the Chairman opened up the floor.  A member of the public who was also an allotment holder on School Street raised issues regarding his plot and the recent 12 months’ notice to quit he received on the 27th October 2023.  Various points were discussed regarding buildings, asbestos sheeting which is still on at least one of the plots, financial costs to the allotment holders, roadway around the site, pigeons and other animals on the site, how soon the works could be completed.  The Clerk said she felt that a public forum was not the place to discuss individual plot holders requirements this is why a letter had also been sent with the notice to ask allotment holders to contact the office so an appointment can be made so allotment holders can come along and chat with members of staff and some Cllrs who are on the Allotment/Community Garden Committee and these issues can be discussed with the full Parish Council, as each allotment holder will have different circumstances.  Discussions carried on with members of the public and members of this committee.  

A request for an agenda item for the next meeting was put forward – Tipping of green and other waste on Harewood Lane allotments opposite stable block 2 manure bay

The Chairman closed the public session when the allotment holders present said they would contact the office to arrange a date and time to meet with Cllrs and members of staff.
 

Cllrs attending	P Costello – Chairman
			C Merrington
			E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson
L Taylor

Allotment representatives 
Harewood Lane:	S Spencer
			M Fordham
			J   Fordham	
			K Stringfellow
			H Owen

School Street:		J Cannon
			K Lynch
				
			
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer, Mrs A Spencer, the Village Warden Mr P Wilson and Volunteer K Wilson.
[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]																		
ACC 46 To approve apologies for absences.
Resolved: No apologies as everyone were in attendance.


[bookmark: _Hlk63327096]ACC 47 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
47.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved:  None were received.
47.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.


ACC 48 To receive approved minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting held 9th October 2023. 
Resolved: Approved Minutes had been received and noted.


ACC 49 To confirm 12 months, notice to quit was hand delivered to allotment holders on School Street allotment site on Friday 27th October 2023.  The DRAFT plan for the site refurbishment/improvements will be available to view. 
The Allotment Officer stipulated these were only DRAFT plans but were to give the allotment holders an idea of what the Parish Council were aiming for.  They could possibly differ slightly from this once they have spoken with allotment holders.


ACC 50 Winter maintenance and required items for the Eco-Allotment – Allotment Officer to provide list of equipment required for maintenance and for children and adults to use.  To make recommendations to the Parish Council to allow a budget of £1,000.00.
The Allotment officer had sent with the agenda packs a list of items/equipment which would be required.  She added to this a waterproof gazebo. 
Resolved:  To recommend to the Parish Council to allow £1,000.00 for the items/equipment for the Eco/Community Garden.
  

ACC 51 Information received by the Allotment Officer from a Veterinary Practice regarding a worming guidance - for information or to make recommendation to the Parish Council.
Resolved:  Information was noted.


ACC 52 To recommend to the Parish Council approve costings received for new locks 20 keys for gates on School Street allotment site.  
The Clerk gave a cost of approximately £337.08.  A member of the public said if the locks were put on, he would smash them off as he has the right to do this as its his right of way.
Resolved:  No agreement was reached


ACC 41 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 


ACC 42 To discuss issues relating to various allotment holders who are still not adhering to the allotment agreements.
There were no issues to discuss at this moment in time.



As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15pm and thanked everyone for their contributions. 


Signed Chairman ___________________________________________


Date _______________________________________
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