

MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT AND COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETING
4th September 2023

As the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Committee was not in attendance Cllr E Farmer was elected to Chair the meeting.

Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.  Three members of the public were in attendance.  

Chair opened public session:
A member of public said she would like to speak on item 4 on the agenda and requested to speak when this was being discussed.  The Chairman said she would suspend Standing Orders for item 4 to allow the member of public to speak on the issue.

Cllrs attending	E Farmer – Chairman
			C Merrington
			L Taylor

Allotment representatives 
Harewood Lane:	S Spencer
			J Fordham
			M Fordham
			K Stringfellow
			H Owen
School Street:		No representatives
				
			
The Clerk and RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer, Mrs A Spencer, the Village Warden Mr Paul Wilson and Volunteer K Wilson.
[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]																		
ACC 27 To approve apologies for absences.
Resolved: Cllrs K Wilson, P Costello, E Jones gave apologies and these were approved.


[bookmark: _Hlk63327096]ACC 28 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
28.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved:  None were received.
28.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None were received.


ACC 29 To receive DRAFT minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting held 7th August 2023. 
Resolved: Draft Minutes had been received and noted.


ACC 30 Report from the site visit to Harewood Lane allotment site 14th August 2023 and to make recommendations to the Parish Council regarding the possible siting of a compound including storage facilities.
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak on this item. The Allotment Officer had sent a written report with the agenda.  Various scenarios were discussed at length regarding the siting of compound.
Resolved:  It was agreed to recommend Cllr C Merrington’s suggestion to the Parish Council to place the compound and storage facility on the Community Garden on School Street.  To source quotes for the Parish Council meeting 18th September 2023.


ACC 31 Report from the opening of the Eco/Community Garden on Harewood Lane allotment site 11th August 2023.
 The Allotment Officer gave a verbal report on the open day and said it was a great event for everyone involved.


ACC 32 Suggestions received from members of the committee from Harewood Lane allotments:
· Bays to be constructed for manure and compost areas.
· Hay bay for straw in stable one 
Following discussions, the following was agreed to recommend to the Parish Council.
Resolved: To recommend quotes are sourced to repair hay store in stable block 2, construct a hay bay approx. 12x12 in stable block 1 and to source quotes to construct manure and compost bays.


ACC 33 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved.

All members of the public left the meeting at this point and only Parish Councillors, the Allotment Officer and the Clerk remained for private business.


ACC 34 Update on issues with a number of plot holders following recommendations at the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting 7th August 2023.
The Allotment Officer gave an update on issues with a number of plot holders.  
Resolved:  For the Allotment Officer to send out letters to the plot holders requesting these be tidied up.  To review again at the next meeting of the Allotment/Community Garden Committee.


As there were no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.00pm and thanked everyone for their contributions. 


Signed Chairman ___________________________________________


Date _______________________________________
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