MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
17th May 2021

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  14 members of the public and District Cllr R Massey were in attendance.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

The Chairman asked the Clerk if any questions has been received prior to the start of the meeting, Clerk said none had been received.  The Chairman explained if questions can be responded to at the meeting they will be, but anyone wishing to raise any issues or questions which may need an in depth respond or can’t be answered at the meeting there is a form on the table for anyone to leave their question with their details and the Clerk will respond in writing to them. 

Cllr L Pallett requested an update on the submitted Bless donation request.  Cllr P Kitching said as you can see its not on the agenda but hopefully the incoming Chairman will call a meeting to discuss this issue. 

As there were no further questions the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting at 6.36pm

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attending		 
I Bell  
				L Dale
				K Davison 
				P Kitching
				B Mears
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
L Pallett
S Spencer
E Teasdale	
				D Welsh
Stuart Wooldridge
Susan Wooldridge

UPC 001 Election of Chairman and signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form
Cllr A Miles nominated himself, seconded by Cllr S Pallett, Cllr B Mears nominated Cllr P Kitching.  Cllr A Miles objected and said Cllr P Kitching could not be proposed as she is only co-opted member under the Local Government Act 1972.  The Clerk said she had previously made enquiries with YLCA about the situation and a co-opted member can be Chairman.  Cllr P Kitching reiterated the proposals, Cllr A Miles has nominated himself and Cllr S Pallett seconded this.  Cllr B Mears proposed Cllr P Kitching and Cllr S Spencer seconded Cllr B Mears.
The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands for Cllr A Miles and then for Cllr P Kitching.  Cllr P Kitching is voted as Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr A Miles requested it minuting that we are ignoring Government legislation.
Resolved:  Cllr P Kitching was voted for the position of Chairman for the ensuing year.


UPC 002 To approve apologies for absence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk514829466]Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillor P Costello.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.


UPC 003 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
3.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
3.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No disclosures of interest or requests for dispensations were received.


UPC 004 Election of Vice-Chairman.
Cllr S Pallett proposed Cllr A Miles this was seconded.  Cllr L Dale proposed Cllr B Mears this too received a seconder.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands for Cllr A Miles then for Cllr B Mears.  The Chairman declared Cllr B Mears as Vice-Chairman.
Resolved Cllr B Mears declared Vice-Chairman


UPC 005 Election of members to working parties/committees – In light of this being the first meeting of the full Parish Council and with 13 new members could I recommend the Parish Council considers forming any possible working parties etc at an extra ordinary meeting to be called by the elected Chairman prior to the next full Parish Council meeting.
Resolved:  No objections were received


UPC 006 To consider/approve the re-instatement of the Finance Working Party – this allows all members of the Council to attend quarterly meeting to inspect the accounts. If approved, to approve the following:
	6.1 Terms of Reference for the Finance Working Party. 
Resolved: Both the re-instatement of the Finance Working Party and the Terms of Reference for the Finance Working Party were approved


UPC 007 To approve Terms of Reference for the Staffing and Employment Committee – to propose to change from 5 members to 3, also minutes to be approved by the Staffing and Employment Committee and a copy sent to Parish Councillors and noted at the next Parish Council meeting.
	   7.1 - Elect members to the Staffing and Employment Committee.  	
Resolved:  To bring back to the next meeting of the Parish Council for further discussion.


UPC 008 Election to outside bodies:
a. Joint Burial Board Committee
b. Yorkshire Local Council Association 
Resolved:  Cllrs L Pallett and K Davison appointed to the Joint Burial Board Committee and to let any Parish Councillors attend meetings by Yorkshire Local Council Association.
UPC 009 To approve or amend any Parish Council Policies and Regulations, previously adopted - see attached list – if any Parish Councillor wishes to view the polices before the Parish Council meeting, please contact the Clerk – to note the current policies can be altered at any time with approve from the Parish Council. 
Resolved:  To accept the policies as they are at this time and to review and alter as and when required. 


UPC 010 In accordance with the Parish Councils Grant Policy to nominate two Parish Councillors to collate all the necessary information from the applicant ready for presentation and discussion at the appropriate Council meeting. The Chairman read out the following: “The Clerk to the council will receive all applications in the first instance. Two designated Councillors will then collate all the necessary information from the applicant ready for presentation and discussion at the appropriate Council meeting”. Cllrs P Kitching, S Spencer and S Pallett but themselves forward.  A vote was taken.
Resolved:  Cllrs P Kitching and S Spencer were approved.


UPC 011 To approve dates for future monthly Parish Council meetings.
21st June 2021
19th July 2021
No statutory meeting in August
20th September 2021
18th October 2021
15th November 2021
18th December 2021
17th January 2022
21st February 2022
21st March 2022
18th April 2022
Resolved:  Dates were approved. 

(Please note and just for information, these dates are not including extra ordinary Parish Council meetings which the Chairman may call throughout the year).


UPC 012 To approve continuation of free use of the Village Hall’s main hall and the old Council Chambers for the following groups – Benevolent Fund, Benevolent Fund Christmas Tea (usually end of November) Over 60’s Keep Fit, Womens Institute, Political Parties, Craft Class, Dance Class examinations approximately once/twice a year, Upton History Group, Friends of Upton Country Park, Friends of the Community and Over 60s Ladies Group.
[bookmark: _Hlk73517566]Resolved:  Continuation of free use approved.


UPC 013 To approve continued free use of the Book Xchange for the following groups - Upton and District Camera Club, Aged UK, Womens Institute Committee for its monthly meetings, SESKU Festival Committee, Citizens Advice and Family History Group.
Cllr A Miles asked if the Citizens Advice should be charged room hire as the Council pays them £3,000.00 per year. An amendment was put forward and seconded by Cllr L Pallett to charge Citizens Advice room hire.  A vote was taken, Cllr A Miles abstained from voting.
Resolved: Continuation of free use approved.


UPC 014 Appointment of Internal Auditor for the financial year 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022 – Alison Cocliff BA (Hons) ACMA, CGMA – Managing Director of Integra Accountants.
Resolved: To appoint Alison Cocliff BA (Hon) ACMA, CGMA for the ensuing year. 


UPC 015 To approve the return of cheque payments instead of telephone banking to pay invoices now Covid restrictions are being lifted.
Clerk gave an update on the status of the bank mandate for approved signatures.  Cllrs P Kitching, L Pallett, B Mears are registered to sign cheques.  Cllr A Miles is required to complete a personal details form, they do have a copy of the paperwork but requested this be completed.  The Clerk said she had the bank mandate at the meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved to return to cheque payments and for Cllrs L Pallett, B Mears, P Kitching and A Miles (once fully approved by Barclays) to sign cheques on behalf of the Parish Council.


UPC 016 To approve the Parish Councils Asset Register – copy supplied in the welcome pack 
Questions were asked regarding the valuation of allotment land at £1.00 and zero value.  Clerk said she had recommended at the bottom of the pack to have an updated valuation carried out.
Resolved:  Asset register was approved and look at a new valuation of the Parish Councils assets


UPC 017 To approve the Parish Councils Risk Assessment - copy supplied in the welcome pack to note: this can be amended at any time by approval of the Parish Council. 
Resolved: The current Risk Assessment was approved and to be amended as and when required.


UPC 018 To approve the Parish Councils Risk Assessment - copy supplied in the welcome pack to note: this can be amended at any time by approval of the Parish Council. 


The Chairman closed the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council at 6.55pm and opened the Statutory Parish Council meeting.
Signed by the Chairman

______________________________________________________



Date __________________________________________________













































MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 17TH MAY 2021
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.58

UPC 019 To receive apologies for absence
Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillor P Costello.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.


UPC 020 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  
020.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
020.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved: No disclosures of interest or requests for dispensations were received.


[bookmark: _Hlk19710020]UPC 021 To approve the minutes from the following Parish Council meetings:
Minutes from the Parish Council meeting 22nd February 2021
Minutes from the Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 12th April 2021
Minutes from the Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 26th April 2021
Resolved:  Minutes from the meetings after being circulated were approved as a true record.

Cllrs S Spencer and I Bell left the meeting at this point (7.30pm).

UPC 022 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
The Chairman welcomed the new District Councillor, Mr R Massey and said the Council will look forward to working with him.


UPC 023 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions. 
Cllr S Pallett asked if there could be a representative from the Police to attend the Parish Council meeting as he has received a number of reports regarding drugs etc.  Clerk said she had contacted them before about attending and was told if staff are on duty when a meeting is taking place then they will be in attendance.  The Chairman suggested to District Cllr Massey about working together regarding PACT meetings which they can both attend.


UPC 024 To receive the Annual Internal Audit report from Alison Cocliff BA (Hons) ACMA, CGMA – Managing Director of Integra Accountants
Resolved:  Report was noted.


UPC 025 To approve the Annual Governance Statement (section 1) - Chairman to sign
Resolved:  This was approved, and the chairman signed the AGAR.


UPC 026 To approve the Accounting Statements (section 2) - Chairman to sign
Resolved:  This was approved, and the Chairman signed section 2 of the AGAR


UPC 027 To receive the report from the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer
STABLES NEED A GENERAL TIDY BOTH ENDS.
Stable block one all full still needs tack room sorting and the drainage for all the stables.
 (water running into stables). General tidy up needed.
Sycamore tree has been trimmed back.
 Stable block 2
All empty stables need clearing 3 stables occupied leaving two stables empty.
The place needs a general tidy up.
Old shed needs moving out of stable block.
Harewood Lane Allotments
· All allotments are nearly full and just two left to be filled.
· Ask to reduce hens on plots as and when they become available.
· Environmental health about rats and check if the hens are being kept properly to stop any rat infestation.
· Letters have been sent out previously about the fencing this has still not been painted. 
· Letter sent out previously about the fencing he had put up asking him to take it down, still not rectified. 
· Dumping rubbish in the tree area, myself and my husband spent 16 hours cleaning the area up and the council paid £275 for a skip. This area has again been dumped on once again, I have received an estimate for both the fencing and a gate so that we can make it an area for birds and wildlife and not used as a dumping ground for the council to keep paying for skips.
· We have now received all the plastic bottles for our greenhouse, and we need a handy man to help build green house and raised beds for eco allotment plot.
· Handy man to keep areas tidy and benches need staining and fixing to build greenhouse.
· Try and get people together to see if we could hold a summer or Autumn competition for best grower.
· Got the new locks for allotments.
· Keys to be handed out when new locks are fitted, awaiting date so I can send letters out for allotment and stable holders to come and collect new keys.
· New locks need fixing to the gates before we hand the keys out.
· Charge £25.00 for keys when lost.
Resolved:  The report was noted.

UPC 028 To approve the Parish Councils insurance demand from Zurich Insurance from the 1st June 2021 to 31st May 2022 – see copy attached
Resolved:  Insurance demand was approved


UPC 029 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st March 2021 to 31st March 2021.  Payments and receipts for April 2020. Please note all information regarding invoices and monthly reports have been sent out to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees and Cllrs have verified all invoices.
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 030 New Correspondence received and decide actions where necessary
No correspondence required any actions


UPC 031 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved:  Approved 


UPC 032 To discuss and approve a quote for repair works to the Parish Councils Village Hall roof.
Resolved:  Costs were approved and Clerk to arrange a date with DPR Roofing Ltd.



As there was no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm and thanks everyone for their attendance and contributions.



Signed by the Chairman

______________________________________________________



Date __________________________________________________
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