MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
20th September 2021

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm, 5 members of the public and District Cllr A Garbutt attended.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

No issues were raised, and none were received by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  The Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting.

Cllr Tim Saunders who is the new Chairman of YLCA Wakefield Branch came to introduce   himself to Parish Councillors and to explain what happens at the YLCA branch meetings.

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		I Bell  
				K Davison 
				P Kitching - Chairman
				B Mears – Vice-Chairman
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
Susan Wooldridge
	

UPC 086 To approve apologies for absence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk514829466]Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors L Pallett, Stuart Wooldridge, P Costello, S Spencer and D Welsh
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.


UPC 087 Councillor Leave of Absence - To discuss and approve the leave of absence of Cllr L Pallett for a period of up to six months – see attached.
A proposal was put forward to accept the leave of absence.  This was seconded and vote taken via a show of hands. 
Resolved: To approve a six month leave of absence.  To also place on the next agenda to approve one additional and one temporary representatives for the Joint Burial Board


UPC 088 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
088.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
088.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No requests for dispensations or Declarations of Interest were received. 


UPC 089 To approve draft Policy for Councillors absence at Parish Council meetings
Resolved:  The draft policy was approved.



UPC 090 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 19th July 2021
A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting 19th July 2021 were after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 091 To receive and approve minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee 25th August 2021.
It was noted that Cllr Susan Wooldridge is marked as attending but also put in apologies.  Clerk amended the minutes.  A proposer and a seconder were received and vote taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The minutes were accepted and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 

The Chairman, Cllr P Kitching had to leave the meeting after receiving a telephone call during the last item.  The Vice-Chairman, Cllr B Mears took over as Chairman for this meeting.


UPC 092 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey gave the following report:
Cllr A Garbutt gave an update on the new surfacing of the car-park on Upton Country Park.  He stated, now the tendering for the works is coming to an end the work should start in the next few months.  Cllr A Garbutt had to leave as he has to also attend Ackworth Parish Council meeting as to which his is a Parish Councillors
The Chairman thanked District Councillor Allan Garbutt and moved on to the next item on the agenda.


UPC 093 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr A Miles reported on the extra ordinary meeting which was requested by himself and S Pallett.  He says following the email sent out to all Parish Councillors by the Clerk to say that the date stated there was a long-standing booking with the Hart of Dance for the same time as the meeting and that the agenda has to be advertised on the Councils website.   He referred to  the current Standing Orders which says it only has to be displayed.  Also, Cllr A Miles didn’t say the Chairman has refused to call a meeting he has said she has failed to call a meeting.  The Chairman has stated she would like to call a meeting for the 27th September 2021 which he and Community Minded parishioners were concerned that’s fine.  The Clerk reassured Cllr A Miles the agenda items are the same and would be word for word as what they have asked to be placed on the agenda.
Cllr S Pallett has received a complaint regarding Stocklands Grange woodland area, but not sure if these are in our Parish.  He would like to raise concerns on the number of trees which have been taken down and also that no District Councillors were available to discuss this.  He requested the Clerk contact the District Councillors to find out when they hold their surgeries.
Cllr S Pallett raised concerns that there was no school crossings person to help pupils at Upton Junior School.
Cllr S Pallett raised concerns over speeding traffic through the village
UPC 094 To receive a report from the Finance Working Party meeting 6th September 2021.
REPORT FROM UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCILS
FINANCE WORKING PARTY
6TH SEPTEMBER 2021
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm following the Project Working Party meeting
Cllrs attending, P Kitching, S Pallett, S Spencer, I Bell, K Davison, A Miles, P Costello, C Merrington. Clerk Ms P Kitchin also in attendance.
1. To elect a Chairman for the ensuing year.
	Resolved:  Cllr P Kitching was elected for the ensuing year

2. To receive apologies for absence.
Resolved: Apologies received from Cllr L Pallett

3. To check the Parish Councils accounts as per the Terms of Reference.
	Resolved: No issues were raised

4. Check Clerks incurred expenses - to recommend payment to the Parish Council.
	Resolved: To recommend payment of £185.01.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.10pm.

A proper and a seconder was received to approve recommendations made.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The report and recommendations were approved


UPC 095 To approve the Parish Council, adopt the new Model Code of Conduct 2020. To consider in advance of approving the new revised NALC Standing Orders to appoint two or more Cllrs to peruse and complete bracketed sections in line with the current Standing Orders.  To possibly make recommendations for additions/deletions and to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting for full approval.
Resolved:  To approve the adoption of the new Modal Code of Conduct 2020 and for Cllr A Miles and P Kitching check through the revised Standing Orders and to bring back to the Parish Council


UPC 096 Japanese knotweed has been identified on School Street allotment site – to approve removal.
To source a couple of quotes for its removal.  This was approved and seconded.  A vote taken via a show of hands
Resolved:  Clerk to source a couple of quotes for its removal.


UPC 097 To consider and approve the new Governance Documents and Polices for the Joint Burial Committee.  Previous emailed to Cllr on the 24th August 2021 for Cllrs perusal. Council representatives have been asked to report back to their own councils with an update of the review.
Questions were raised regarding contributing to the Burial Committee.  It was suggested that any Cllr who has issues with the payment or anything else concerning the Joint Burial Committee to email the Clerk so these can be forwarded on so a response can be given from the Joint Burial Board and to bring this item back to the next Parish Council meeting. 


UPC 098 To approve the Parish Councillors new email addresses be placed on the Parish Councils website newsletters. 
Resolved:  Approved 


UPC 099 Report from the Project Working Party meeting 6th September 2021. To approve recommendations.

REPORT FROM UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCILS
PROJECT WORKING PARTY
6TH SEPTEMBER 2021
The meeting opened at 6.00pm.
Cllrs attending, P Kitching, S Pallett, S Spencer, I Bell, K Davison, A Miles, P Costello, C Merrington. Clerk Ms P Kitchin also in attendance.
1. To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies received: District Cllr J Carrington, Cllr L Pallett
2. To discuss developments regarding the ‘Pump Park for the ‘Old Rec’ on Waggon Lane.
The clerk had received an email from District Cllr J Carrington to say “I can inform      you that I have looked through the proposal and I am happy to support this project.  As you know we have some capital grants monies which I would be happy to use some of that to support this and all 3 district councillors would need to agree on the amount. It wouldn’t be the full amount required but any amount will help. I have also asked Hazel and Sophie from our communities team to contact you regarding the funding, they will be able to help look at what funding is available for this project.  They will also be able to help with the nitty gritty paperwork, planning etc parts. Hope this is useful and please contact me if you need anything else”. 
The clerk has sent a copy of the draft plans on to CISWO.  
To look at organising a further meeting with Christopher Coburn-Hall to discuss the project further. 

3. To view plans for the proposed extension (Family Centre) to the rear of the Village Hall – to consider and to recommend to the Parish Council any appropriate changes before submitting for planning approval.
	After a long discussion no suggestions of changes were made regarding the draft plans.

4. To consider sourcing costs/quotes for improvements to the front of the Village Hall - see attached possible improvements from previous consultation with Groundwork.
	Cllrs viewed the drawing produced by Groundwork Wakefield and it was said to 	sources quotes.

5. Cllrs to consider forming individual steering groups for each project which has been suggested/put forward.
Cllrs C Merrington, P Costello and P Kitching would like to work to bring costs and plans to the Parish Council for the development of School Street allotments.
Cllr I Bell to work on ideas, costings for Rose Estate playing field

6. To consider/discuss future projects which have been previously submitted.
Cllr K Davison asked about the damaged noticeboard at Farfield Court.  It was suggested to get a quote to repair and re-site this on the Miners Memorial Garden to replace the old one currently sited there.
Discussions took place on the annual Fun Run; the consensus was this annual event should keep going and to look at a different route.
The meeting closed at 6.58pm and the Finance Working Party commenced. 
Resolved:  The report and the recommendations were approved.


UPC 100 To approve the earmarking/reserving of up to £30,000.00 for improvement works to the outside of the Village Hall in keeping with the proposal drawn by Groundwork Wakefield. To also consider nominating one of the of the gardens at the Village Hall to make into a commemorative remembrance garden dedicated to victims of Covid-19.  To approve Chairman and Vice-chairman have delegated powers to approve costs and works.  To provide regular updates to Parish Councillors.
Issues were raised regarding the Covid-19 memorial garden being outside the Village Hall. A proposal was received to place this on the agenda following next Mondays (27th September 2021) Extra Ordinary meeting.  A seconder was received, and a vote taken.
Resolved:  To be placed on the next agenda following the extra ordinary meeting to be held on Monday 27th September 2021.


UPC 101 Further to Parish Councillors complaints regarding the state and smell of the Village Hall to approve the earmarking/reserving of up to £15,000.00 for improvements to the inside of the Village Hall, to include new passageway flooring. Main Hall redecorating, new blinds/curtains and ceiling tiles, drains checked. Clerk to source various quotes for works.  To approve delegated powers to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to approve costs and works. To produce regular updates to Parish Councillors.
Discussions took place on this issue.  A proposal was received to approve the works to be carried out, this was seconded. A vote was taken.
Resolved:  The earmarking of up to £15,000.00 for the suggested works and to give delegated powers to the Chairman and Vice-chairman to approve costs and works.


UPC 101 To receive and approve actions from the Parish Councils External Auditor (Littlejohns LLP) Report and Certificate 2020/21. 
Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2020/21 for the exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct.   
Resolved:  To acknowledge receipt of Littlejohns LLP report and to act on actions reported.


UPC 102 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from July 1st to 31st July 2021 and 1st August 2021 to 31st August 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent out to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  Approved.


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 103 Planning matters:  - see attached list
Clerk had not included the list within the agenda pack
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
None were received:
	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
18/02037/S7301 Ash Grove House, Ash Grove South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2TF
Variation of condition 2 imposed upon approved planning application 18/02037/FUL dated 17/05/2019 (Erection of 30 bed care home and 4no extra care units (C2) with ancillary parking); to change the design of 4no. extra care units to 6-bed accommodation for Application Approved.
21/01174/FUL, Upton Mast, Doncaster Road, Upton, WF9 1ND. Retrospective erection of a 15m wooden telecommunications monopole and cabinet. Application approved.
21/01645/FUL 15 Barton Way South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2NS. Application Approved


UPC 104 New Correspondence received and to decide actions where necessary: - 
· Invite for Chairman - South Elmsall Christmas Light Switch on 17th November 2021.
· Grant request for £14,000.00 match funding received from Upton ARLFC 
Resolved: Invite for Chairman was noted and to follow the Parish Councils Grant policy procedure for the request for match funding received from Upton ARLFC
 

UPC 105 To approve final plans for the new Family Room extension before submitting for planning permission.
Discussions took place regarding this issue.  A proposal was received to approve the final plans for planning approval.  This was seconded and a vote was taken
Resolved: The final plans were approved and to inform NPS to apply for the planning permission.


UPC 106 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 107 To consider/approve quote received for a maintenance plan for the Village Hall roof for 3 years starting from 2022.
A proposer and a seconder were received to request further information on the maintenance plan
Resolved: Clerk to request further information and bring back to the Parish Council 


UPC 108 Correspondence received from WMDC regarding land on the former tip site off Green Lane – to approve actions/costs - to consider/approve recommendations made.
A proposer and seconder were received to request a meeting with WMDC.
Resolved:  Clerk to contact WMDC to organise a meeting date





As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.23pm


Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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