MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
20th December 2021

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr P Kitching opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Eight members of the public were also in attendance.   The Chairman asked if any members of the public would like to raise any issues.

One issue was raised regarding the lack of information sent out by Next for their recent public consultation on the planning application which is to be submitted in December 2021. 

As no further issues were raised the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		P Kitching - Chairman
				B Mears – Vice-Chairman
				I Bell  
				P Costello
				K Davison 
				S McCabe
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
S Spencer

UPC 163 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors L Pallett, D Welsh and Cllr S Wooldridge
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted. 


UPC 164 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
164.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
164.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: None were received.


UPC 165 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting Monday15th November 2021.
The Clerk says to note the mistake on minute UPC 136 to say it was Cllr A Miles and not Cllr P Costello who requested copies of the public correspondence be placed in the Parish Councils packs. Cllr P Costello abstained.  A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record, and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting 15th November 2021 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 166 To approve minutes from the Extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held Monday 6th December 2021. 

A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record, and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.  Cllr P Costello abstained.  To note Cllr McCabe should be Cllr S McCabe not Cllr C McCabe
Resolved: The minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held 6th December 2021 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 167 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
No report was available.


UPC 168 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr A Miles requested clarity on the fencing purchased for the rear of 1 to 23 Harewood Lane.


UPC 169 To note - information has been received from WMDC relating to the Community Governance Review. This has been placed on the Parish Councils website and Facebook page.  Submission Forms are on display in the Village Hall. 
Agenda item was noted 


UPC 170 Part of Village Wardens duties is to make suggestion/recommendations to the Parish Council, for the Parish Council to consider/approve recommendations/suggestions/costs from the Village Warden:

Recommendations/suggestions
a) Memorial garden main sign could do with replacing see attach photo.
Resolved: To source quotes for sand blasting and powder coating
b) Outside spotlights on village hall need replacing to l.e.d. lights as they are old halogen bulbs.
Resolved: To replace the lights
c) To purchase plants for hanging baskets outside the Village Hall and memorial gardens.
	Resolved:  To consider for the Village Hall only 
d) To purchase a number of hi vis for volunteers for litter pick and snow warden suggest having Upton & North Elmsall Parish Council volunteer on back.
Resolved:  To purchase 6
e) Wall inside memorial garden needs re-building due to falling down - please see attach photo.
Resolved: No decision was made
f) To purchase a number snow shovels for volunteers.
Resolved:  Clerk to contact WMDC and to forward on to Parish Councillors application forms to become a WMDC volunteer snow warden as WMDC will supply these free.
g) To put a concrete a base down for Rose Estate playing field bin and fix it down as this is being tipped over on a regular basis.
Resolved: Work approved 
h) To suggest purchasing a projector and screen for slide shows for public to see projects for consultations of all projects. This can be us to show public information in meetings etc. 
Resolved:  To leave in obeyance for now.
i) Currently there is a lot of rubbish being fly-tipped on School Street allotments every week my suggestion is to have this cleaned up as it is turning into environmental health issue. Once cleaned up I can get them marked up.
	Resolved:  No decision was made
j) To have signs put up on allotments for fly tipping.
	Issue was noted
k)  To have solar street lighting for school street park for paths ways etc.  pleases see attached photo of solar lighting.
Resolved:  To bring further information back to the next Parish Council meeting
l) To purchase grit bins for parish please see attached project put forward in July 2021. It was suggested at the last Parish Council meeting the Council could place them where WMDC haven’t provided any. 
Resolved:  To purchase 8 113litre grit bins for side of road possibly in the North Elmsall side as Upton has approximately 10 supplied by WMDC.  Owner of Barnsely Oak to be contacted to ask if they would be happy to have a larger grit bin placed on his land.
m) To purchase a magnetic sign with Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council (inc emblem) for the Village Wardens vehicle.  This can be placed on the vehicle when carrying out work for the Parish Council.
	Resolved:  Approved


UPC 171 Annual Donation request received from Boar Cottage
Resolved:  To donate £250.00 (LGA section 137).

  
UPC 172 Donation request received from Upton and North Elmsall History Group - request for £2500.00 plus annual hosting fee of (95.00) – Clerk recommends electing a representative to meet with Upton and North Elmsall History Group as Cllr S Spencer is Chairman of this group. 
In keeping with the Parish Councils Grant Policy, Cllr B Mears will meet members of Upton and North Elmsall History Group with Cllr P Kitching to raise any questions or queries other Parish Councillors may have.

  
UPC 173 To arrange a date for the Finance Working party to check accounts and to discuss precept demand.
Resolved:  Monday 10th January 2022 was agreed



UPC 174 To arrange a Staffing and Employment Committee meeting – Cllr S Spencer
Resolved:  Agreed to meet on the 29th December 2021
 

UPC 175 To approve/amend draft Winter Maintenance Policy sections 1 and 2.  – please note highlighted areas for Cllrs to complete.
No decisions were made.


UPC 176 To approve/amend draft risk assessment for Snow and Ice Clearance.
 
Resolved:  To add further information and to bring back to the Parish Council


UPC 177 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st November to 30th November 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Questions were raised regarding the Clerks expenses.  Clerk brought out the list of receipts for Cllrs to view.  Issues raised also regarding the final payment for a member of staff, Clerk requested this be discussed in private business.
Resolved:  Payments, receipts and monthly reports were approved.  No decision was made regarding Clerks expenses.

UPC 178 Planning matters:  - see attached list
Unfortunately, this had been left out of the pack, Clerk will send via email the list tomorrow


UPC 179 New Correspondence received and to decide actions where necessary: 
· Emails from three Members of the public  
Cllr B Mears requested these be placed in private business.
Resolved:  This action was voted on and approved


UPC 180 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting 
Resolved:  Approved

Clerk explained the member of staff was happy with the situation regarding her employment and final payment.

To discuss further correspondence from three members of the public:
Cllr C Merrington and Cllr S McCabe gave update on the Christmas trees for North Elmsall and the Village Hall – Cllr S McCabe said he would forward on to the Clerk an email explaining the situation to the member of public who raised the issue

Cllr P Kitching left the meeting at 8.13pm.

Clerk to chase issues which have been raised with Green Lane and to notify the member of public who raised the issue.

As there was no further business to discuss the Vice-chairman thanked everyone for attending and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and closed the meeting at 8.24pm




Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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