MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
18th October 2021

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr P Kitching was unable to attend the meeting therefore the Vice-chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm, 20 members of the public and District Cllr R Massey attended.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

The following issues were raised.  Please note due to the extremely heated public session with various accusations being made during the public session only the basic points have been minuted.

Mrs B Graham attended to give an update on the arrangements for Remembrance Sunday Service 13th November 2021.

Lack of copies of minutes and agenda for forthcoming meetings - not being available and coming to the Village Hall and the Clerk not being in. The Clerk said she would print off extra copies of agenda’s and minutes and leave them in the Village Hall.  Issues of noticeboards were raised and also the opening times of the Village Hall or times when the public can access members of staff.

Issues regarding voting on the forthcoming by-election for North Elmsall and the transparency of the Parish Council.

Two residents raised concerns about the fencing which is to be placed to the rear of 1 to 23 Harewood Lane – it was agreed one of the residents to email the Clerk to arrange a site visit with members of the Parish Council.

Issues relating to posts on the Parish Councils website being legible and in keeping with the Parish Councils noticeboards.

A representative from Bless Community Services raised issues as why they keep being mentioned in Parish Council meetings and if any Cllr has anything to ask about how Bless Community Services is developing, she would be happy to answer.

Cllr Miles raised an issue of his request for a forensic examination of the Parish Councils accounts being refused as an agenda item by the Clerk.  The Clerk handed the Chairman her response to Cllr A Miles’ request, which was read out with the permission of Cllr A Miles.

The Clerk asked the Chairman if she could leave the meeting for 5 minutes to compose herself due to comments being made.  On returning to the meeting, a further statement was made by a member of the public regarding the Clerk and the acting Chairman.  Cllr I Bell said if any Parishioner had any issues with the accounts or Councillors there is a procedure to follow and advised members of the public to use this method.

The Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting at 7.27pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		I Bell  
				P Costello
				L Dale
				K Davison 
				B Mears – Vice-Chairman
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
D Welsh


UPC 109 To approve apologies for absence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk514829466]Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors L Pallett, Stuart Wooldridge, Susan Wooldridge, P Kitching
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.


UPC 110 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
110.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
110.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: Cllr D Welsh completed a written and signed declaration of interest form, for item

Cllr S Spencer had to leave the meeting following a telephone call during item UPC 110

UPC 111 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 20th September 2021.
A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record, and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting 20th September 2021 were after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 112 To approve minutes from the Extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held Monday 27th September 2021. 
Cllr P Costello requested the paper which the Chairman (Cllr P Kitching) read out from Wakefield archives.  
Resolved:  Clerk to amend and bring back to the next Parish Council meeting for approval. 


UPC 113 To receive and approve minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee – 16th September 2021
Resolved:  The minutes were accepted and signed by the acting Chairman of the Parish Council. 


UPC 114 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey gave the following report:
District Cllr R Massey said he would be carrying out a surgery in the Village Hall on the 6th November 2021 and Parish Councillor L Dale will also attend.  Cllr R Massey has conducted a surgery from Upton Community Library and has passed on to Parish Councillors to deal with and also an issue which he will be contacting the Police about.
UPC 115 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr P Costello reported, dustbins left in the middle of causeway and causing difficulties for scooters etc to get by.  Dog fowling and litter at the tops of School Street.  Motorbikes and quad bikes are being a problem as well.  To consider purchasing a template to say no dog fowling to place on pathways.


UPC 116 Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 14th November 2021.
Mrs Brenda Graham gave an update during the public session.  Cllr P Costello suggested a new flag to be purchased for the War Memorial flagpole.  The Clerk said one has been purchased.

Cllr S Spencer returned to the meeting.

UPC 117 To approve annual donation request received from Upton ARLFC – Fireworks Display - £1,000.00.
Cllr D Welsh left the meeting for this item.  Cllr P Costello asked if all insurance and safety issues have been covered and can the Clerk have sight of these.
Resolved:  The donation request was approved.


UPC 118 To approve costs for polling cards for the forthcoming by-election 4th November 2021 for North Elmsall Parish Council.
Resolved:  Costs were approved for the polling cards.


UPC 119 Following the talk from the new Chairman of YLCA, Cllr Tim Saunders to nominate two Parish Councillors to attend YLCA meetings as they will have voting rights
Resolved:  Cllr P Costello and Cllr S Spencer were nominated.


UPC 120 To approve an outside tap and secure metal box for the Village Hall - approximate costs £175.00.
Resolved:  Costs and works approved. 


UPC 121 To approve the earmarking/reserving of up to £25,000.00 for improvement works to the outside of the Village Hall in keeping with the proposal drawn by Groundwork Wakefield. To also consider nominating one of the of the gardens at the Village Hall to make into a commemorative remembrance garden dedicated to victims of Covid-19.  To approve Chairman and Vice-chairman have delegated powers to approve costs and works.  To provide regular updates to Parish Councillors.
Discussions took place and it was proposed to source quotes and to bring to full Parish Council. To earmark/reserve up to £25,000.00 for works.  A seconder was received a vote taken via a show of hands.  Chairman requested it minuting Cllrs C Merrington, S Pallett, A Miles abstained from voting
Resolved:  Approve to earmark £25,000.00 for works and to bring all quotes to the Parish Council and not to allow delegated powers to Chairman and Vice-chairman.


UPC 122 (From last month’s Parish Council meeting) To consider and approve the new Governance Documents and Polices for the Joint Burial Committee.  Previously emailed to Cllrs on the 24th August 2021 for Cllrs perusal. Council representatives have been asked to report back to their own councils with an update of the review. 
Resolved:  All governance documents and policies for the Joint Burial Committee were approved.

Cllr L Dale left the meeting.

UPC 123 Further to the approved absence of Cllr L Pallett to nominate a temporary representative for the Joint Burial Board.
Resolved:  Cllr P Costello was nominated and approved.


UPC 124 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from September 1st to 30th 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  Approved.


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 125 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
17/02165/S7301, Field Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1NJ
Variation of Conditions 2 (Approved Plans) and 19 (Levels) and removal of conditions 11 (Structures) and 15 (Made Ground) of application reference no: 17/02165/FUL dated 26/02/2021 (Residential development comprising 22no. two and three bedroom affordable
21/01939/FUL, Beech House, Hall Lane, North Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2DZ, Part double, part single storey side extension and single story rear extension.

	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
18/01660/S7301, The Old Parish Rooms, Great North Road, Wentbridge, Pontefract, WF8 3JP Variation of condition 4 imposed upon approved planning application 18/01660/FUL dated 07.02.2019 (Conversion of garden storage to annex); to incorporate a different palette of construction materials and external changes 
21/01277/FUL Shandelm, Waggon Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1JS. 
Erection of 2 detached dwellings to the rear of the existing dwelling at Shandelm, Waggon Lane, Upton, WF9 1JS


UPC 126 New Correspondence received and to decide actions where necessary: - 
· Invite for Chairman and Guest Featherstone Town Council Christmas Carol Concert 
· Invite for Chairman and Guest Featherstone Christmas Light Switch on
Resolved: Correspondence was noted


UPC 127 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting 
Resolved:  Approved

Cllr S Spencer left the meeting at 7.43pm

UPC 128 To consider/approve quote received for a maintenance plan for the Village Hall roof for 3 years starting from 2022.
Resolved: The maintenance plan for the Village Hall roof was approved. 


UPC 129 Quotes received for removal of Japanese Knotweed on School Street Allotment site – to approve costs
Resolved:  To approve the works and costs from PCA Property Care Association 





As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.23pm


Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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